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LETTER FROM THE OUTSIDE

COLLECTIVE

Dear Family,

As we bring you another issue of the newsletter, we

ey,

AL . :
== ndfLE first want to say: we see you, we love you, and you are

We are Pennsylvania-based group of .
trans and nonbinary people and allies, not forgotten. This summer has been full of both
bullding a movement for gender self-  heartbreak and hope. Across the US, attacks on trans
determination, racial and economic . - . .
justice, and an end to the policing and lives—especially trans people behind bars—continue
imprisoning of our communities. to escalate. In the halls of power, our community is
Contact us for meeting Information.  being targeted, erased, and isolated. We know that
many of you reading this are facing these realities every
THIS ISSUE'S CONTRIBUTORS AR CLON SRR S e
single day. And yet—vyour survival is a form of
resistance. Your continued existence is powerful. You
are part of something much larger than the walls that

surround you.

During Pride Month, the outside collective took your
stories, struggles, and strength with us to events
around Philadelphia where we made sure that people
celebrating Pride remembered who is so often left out
of the celebration. We collected support, distributed
educational materials, and created space to talk about
the violence of incarceration—and the resilience of
those surviving it. It was an honor to lift your voices in
spaces that too often ignore you. And we will continue
to do so—not just during Pride, but every day.

Thank you for trusting us with your stories. Thank you
for surviving. We remain in this fight with you—for
dignity, for liberation, and for a future where no one is
caged.

In solidarity and love

The Outside Collective
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ADVOCACY AND MOBILIZATION

In Issue 40, we asked for submissions about self advocacy when it comes to things like
Z-codes, Jobs, housing, or PREA, and how HOAW can mobilize to achieve just treatment
for our community..

Ms. Kira Ann | SCI Coal Township: Have I ever successfully advocated, fought for, and
won something from an SCI/DOC? The short answer to that question for me is “no.” Thus
far T've not engaged in any type of self-advocacy pertamning to the LGBTQ+ community
interests. However, very recently (this past week in fact), I had an incident happen i the yard
that has moved me to engage in a struggle with our captors. You see, it has been super hot out
over the past week or so. In the yard here at Coal the male prisoners are allowed to move
shirtless mn the yard. So for the past couple of weeks on the days it has been especially hot
outside, I've been removing my shirt while shooting basketball in my sports bra. No officers
have said anything about it until a few days ago. I was told that I was not allowed to wear my
sports bra in the yard. Now, mind you, even though I am transgender, I am not yet on HRT.
When I was told to put my shirt back on I informed the Sgt that even though I am trans I am
not yet on HRT and so essentially my physical body is no different than any of the other males
roaming the yard shirtless. He then told me it did not matter, informed me that I could either
put my shirt back on or remove my sports bra altogether, but that I could not wear only my
bra. So now I am preparing my grievance. My argument is quite simple. Anyone can turn on
their television and see women wearing sports bras during any number of sporting events.
Track and field, UFC, volleyball, crossfit, etc. etc. Heck, even teenage girls wear sports bras
while playing public sports these days! So the advocating that I am about to engage in is as I
described above. Whether or not I am successful remains to be seen. Wish me luck!

Ms. Tay | SCI Greene: It is truly hard to fight alone. Hearts on a Wire helped me a lot. By
reading the newsletter booklets about other trans like myself to help me cope with my Z-Code
issues and job issues, housing, Because being around others in here with the hatred, I really
have to cope and bite my tongue. The help of HOAW is great. I would like to see more help
resources and have correspondence with someone outside in the community to successfully
help, and direct me more in needs of success.

Sarah | SCI Forest: Here at Forest work 1s very hard to come by. You put your name on a list
and have to stay on (GLP) (General Labor Pull) and it can take years before getting jobs. You
have to get permission to work in the kitchen here by writing the kitchen first, then to inmate
employment. Fighting this on the grievance system, this jail will make you wait longer for work,
so the grievance system is useless. SCI Forest does not have enough jobs for people that really
want to work and learn new things. How anyone can help, I have no idea.



ADVOCACY AND MOBILIZATION, CONT.

Randy | SCI Houtzdale: I have been incarcerated for 23 years coming august and during my
incarceration I have assisted, taught, and gotten results for a number of prisoners with
criminal, civil and administrative (LE., grievances, misconduct appeals, etc.) 1ssues. However,
making changes within this system we call The “Prison Industrial Complex” we need to gain
the support of movements that lobby in the state capitol to address policy changes within this
system, especially in our Commonwealth. Please allow me to explain. I have yet to define who
I am within the community, however, I have (2) cousins that are trans, one male to female and
the other female to male. One is in prison and I know first hand the experience she and others
face in a men’s prison concerning living arrangements. The PA DOC has a system that forces
people to cell with each other that does not take account for certain factors such as race, sexual
orientation, religion and affiliations in gangs and so forth. We prisoners are asked questions,
which are fed to the system along with our criminal background. The staff are responsible for
ensuring that the system works. It’s that simple. When it deals with a trans prisoner and they do
not have a Z Code, they are often victimized either by the staff (i.e. unit manager) or the new
cellmate. This is an issue that we all can mobilize to change. I suggest that if one does not wish
to have a Z Code, a trans prisoner should be able to select their cellmate to ensure both
prisoners are comfortable with the arrangement. If there is an issue, they should be able to go
directly to a ranking officer and ask to have the situation corrected. In addition, it should also
be easier for a trans prisoner to gain access to a Z Code, especially if the prisoner is taking
hormone treatment. We have to remember that these women are being housed in a men’s
prison with predators of all kinds. Most trans people just want to do their time free from
harassment from others, and they should be given the ability to do so without the staff making
it worse for them. What it would take for this to occur is (1): prisoners and outside organizers
lobby the PA DOC secretary for policy change. This issue is covered by DOC Policy 11.2.1
section 5, “Double celling policy.” The changes to this policy should be decided by the
collective of trans people statewide in a survey with the results compiled and sent to Dr. Harry
and the policy management coordinator to assess whether suggestions made by our trans
community can be effectively added to the double celling policy. (2): Automatically make it
easier for a trans prisoner to gain access to a Z Code. HOAW can collectively lobby to give
power to staff, whether it is a Sgt., Lt., counselor, or unit manager, to grant access to a Z Code
for a trans prisoner when requested. This would stop adverse actions by our trans sisters when
issues arise when double celling does not work. What we need is to have organizational help as
well as us prisoners collectively voicing our issues together. Every trans person statewide must
send a letter to Secretary Dr. Harry about this issue in order for it to be taken seriously. This 1s
mobilization! Working together is always the solution over separating objectives. We all have
one goal and the objective is the same, we want to be treated equally in this system! Working
together to make change is what works. Let’s fight for what is right and make change, not just
be a part of itl



SACRED GROUND

In Issue 39, we asked for submissions about the relationship between gender and
spirituality or religion.

Sarah | SCI Forest: | agree with what you all stated. My God knew how we was going to be
even before we was born, so I believe that God does care, but will forgive us because how we
are. If anyone read the Bible like me, just keep praying and studying and asking forgiveness.

WRITING PROMPT FOR NEXT ISSUE: JOB ISSUES

While our writing prompts for the next issue also live on the back page of this booklet,
we're also putting it here to help with visibility. We encourage you to submit a responsel

Prompt: On page 3 of this issue, Sarah at Forest shared how hard it is to get a job. She
concluded, “How anyone can help, I have no idea.”

What has your experience with employment been like? Is there anything that has helped you or
others get a job? How could those on the outside address employment issues faced by trans
people in the DOC?

SCENE REPORTS

Featured reports on what is going on for queer and trans folks inside each of the PA
facilities. What should the community know about?

No scene reports came in this time! If you have an update about what is going on at your
facility, specifically what trans folks are facing at your facility, let us know in the next issue!

Art from Miley,
featured in
Issue 30




A NOTE ON OUR MAILING ADDRESS

Please note that our mailing address 1s:

Hearts On A Wire
4722 Baltimore Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Recently, we received word that we were still receiving mail at our previous address on Spruce
Street. If you are still sending mail to the old address, or know anyone who still is, please keep
this latest mailing address on file!




ON NAME CHANGES!

We got a couple of submissions with news and information about legal name changes for
incarcerated people. Read more below, and let us know if you've tried going through the
legal name change process, or have any other information on the topic.

Jolissa Alvarado | SCI Coal Township: I want to let everyone know I've been working on
getting my name changed legally. I was able to do everything needed for a legal name change
through the DOC name change policy and under the Northumberland County name change
policies. T was successful in getting in front of a judge to hear my argument for a legal name
change for a transgender woman and the Judge granted my name change! Secondly, I was
successful in getting my gender markers changed on my birth certificate with the help of the
Lewisburg Prison Project who sent me all the required paperwork. I was able to pursue these
issues because PREA and PA DOC policy states transgender people are allowed to file for
name changes and gender marker changes, but the inmates must do all the work required
(unless it has to do with certain types of paperwork or identifications like social security cards,
driver license, and the physician letter that Harrisburg requires for gender marker changes)

because it needs to show your
doctor s certified n
transgender medicine and is
treating the inmate for gender
dysphoria and his employer is
the DOC and his office is in the
medical department. You'll need
to write the Lewisburg Prison

=TT

Project to say that you're
pursuing a name change and ask
for a supplemental birth
certificate.. T hope this can be
an inspiration to anyone secking
these things. It can happen.
Never take no for an answer,
because I was told many times —
I'd never be able to accomplish

any of this while in prison. I

proved all of them wrong. If

anyone would like to contact
me (legal name for now is Art: Kasheyon Lee %
Joseph Alvarado GN0016), I'm at SCI Forest
more than willing to help in any [ P4 Doc ScZ-Bemner
way I can. ;'
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NAME CHANGES CONT.

Indya the Law Clerk | SCI Houtzdale:
Dear Hearts Family,

I want to share some information about how to change vour gender markers on your birth
certificate and Social Security Card. And also to encourage anyone who wishes to file to
change their names legally, to do so in the Civil Division. There is a statute that prevents
people with felony convictions from changing their names, and that statute has been found to
be unconstitutional, but it has yet to be stricken down by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
ANYONE READY FOR A FIGHT???

As you may unfortunately know, Pennsylvania currently has a Felony Name Change Bar. See
54 Pa.C.S.A. §702(c)(2). But do not feel discouraged, because several trans women have
successfully changed their name, even though they have had troubled pasts. In 2021, Judge
Christine Ward from the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas ruled that PA’s felony
name bar was unconstitutional and granted name change petitions filed by two individuals with
prior felony convictions. See in re: Petition of Scott Porter, Jr., Civil Docket No. GD-21-11804
(C.C.P. Allegheny Cty. 2021); In re: Petition of Robert Lee Noaker, Jr., Civil Docket No. GD-
21-11805 (C.C.P. Allegheny Cty. 2021); see also Porter v Commonwealth, 238 A.3d 548, 2020
WL 4342721. In Philadelphia, Common Pleas Court Judge Sierra Thomas Street granted a
name-change petition filed by an individual with a prior felony conviction. See in re: Alvarado,
civil docket no. 210901990, 2021 Pa. Dist. & Cnty. Dec. LEXIS 4321 (C.C.P. Phila. 2021).
However, Judge Thomas Street did not make any determination regarding the constitutionality
of the statute. And if all else fails, Maryland, Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, Vermont,
Mame and a whole bunch of other states let you change your name legally with no hassle.
Remember 54 Pa.C.S.A. §701(b) Informal Name Changes says notwithstanding subsection (a),
a person may at any time adopt and use any name if such name is used consistently,
nonfraudulently and exclusively. The adoption of such a name shall not, however, be in
contravention of the prohibitions contained in section 702(c) (relating to change by order of
court).

As for the process to change your gender markers on your birth certificate and your Social
Security Card, that can be done from right where you sit, meaning that you do not have to file
anything to any courts.

1. You may or may not have been handed a form by your counselor at your last annual review
for you to obtain your birth certificate and/or social security card. When they hand you this
form or at your next annual review, tell them that you would like the form to change your
gender marker from M to F or F to M. If they claim that the form is not available, file a
grievance. Birth certificate forms and social security forms are made available and
processed/paid for by the DOC for cisgender inmates, however there are presently no such



NAME CHANGES CONT.

Indya (cont.): accommodations available to meet the needs of trans folks or those who ID as
another gender. Remember equal protection clause and similarly situated, see Ciry of Cleburne v
Cleburne Laving Crr., 473 U.S. 432, 439-40, 105 S. Ct. 3249, 87 L. Ed. 2d 313 (1985). PLEASE
DO NOT GO FOR THE BULLSHIT FAMILY! And in case they “don’t know” the form
is available on the internet at www.health.pa.gov. The form must be sent to PA Department of
Health Bureau of Health Statistics and Regjstries in Harnisburg;

“This form has to be accompanied by a letter from your treating physician. This may take
some grieving, or it may go as smoothly as it went for me. I find that when people know that

vou know your shit, they fucking act like they got some sense.

2. For your Social Security Card gender marker change, it is more straightforward. This form
should also be provided to you by your counselor or you can get someone to send you one off
the internet.

3. In order to change your gender marker on your PA State ID or your Driver’s License, you
must go in-person to PennDot. That cannot currently be done from in prison...but maybe
something to fight in the courts, because it makes it harder to find employment/housing and it
just makes it less safe if you don’t match what it says on paper.

Hope that this helps someone. If you | 1 5 ]
have to file a grievance, please please ;‘g 5

appeal all the way up and file suit. The 1
only way to get people to treat us

right is to hit them square in their
wallet! Good luck to all of yous.




IN REMEMBRANCE OF MOMMA DEE

On 7/12/24, T received one of many emails from a very dear close friend [whose legal last
name was] “Perkins” who was at SCI Benner. It was there she was christened with the
affectionate name of “Momma Dee.” Anyway, this particular email on the aforesaid day was
surprisingly different from all the previous. Momma Dee expressed her medical condition
inclusive of only having 6-months left to live. Needless to say, I was surprisingly devastated
as my eves drowned in tears. Thereafter, the months seemed like they flew by Momma Dee
& I as we maintained a steady diet of correspondence while always anticipating the other’s
response. Within said time, she exhibited nothing short of Herculean strength while we
reminisced unforgettable times together. Coincidentally on 1/12/25, which was exactly 6-
months from the day I received Momma Dee’s mitial alarming news, I got an email from
someone who I believed to be her. So naturally I stopped everything to consume the words
therein. Unfortunately, instead of being my dear close friend, it was her family alerting me of
Momma Dee’s passing. Once again my eyves drowned themselves in tears as I reread the sad
news numerous times in hopes I was reading the words wrong. I'm quite sure any/everyone
that ever crossed Momma Dee’s path would attest, she was an extremely beautiful person
and she’ll be sadly missed. Momma Dee, as I stated in one of many messages:

“I progressively
loved you
vesterday, today
& all the future
tomorrows  to
come. For you
were one of my
best  friends'
whom tattooed
my heart with
your love which
will  constantly
nurfure
pleasant
thoughts of
you.”

~ Skillz

Art: Priscilla at Albion

10



LETTERS & LOVE

Hello Squad, T hope and pray by the time you receive and read this letter you're in the very best
of health, conditions, moods and spirits. Thank you for providing us with a way to
communicate with each other, it’s truly appreciated. Shout out to all the staff, voluntary
workers, publishers “and even the janitors.” We love you all.

To my friends Changa, Autumn, Zay Savage, Peaches I love and miss you girl, Juicy I luv you
and miss you dearly. Big Foot what up bro, Old Rock and Skills at Houtzdale I miss you OGs,
Kev, Slim, Love I never forgot about you much luv. To a special person I always was shy to talk

to name Bacardi hi beautiful, and my guy Big, “bro’s before ya know’,” Smash I love you bro.
And to Lex booy 110% Real Love. You know the vibe, stay beautiful. “It’s about that Ifa life.”

Peace & Love
~ BR. 2 Starr | KZ2276 | SCI-Fayette

A shout-out to my best friend & partner for life “Andrew (Littlefoot) Jorres” at SCI Albion. I
love you and miss you and can’t wait until we can see each other again. When I believe that I
could never love again, you came into my life and proved me wrong. you restored the hope
that I had lost and gave me a new reason to live and fight for another day. I'll be waiting to
hear from you again, be safe and behave.

~ Anthony “Whitey” Day | HQ4005

1"



LETTERS & LOVE

Well family, it is official, my pronouns are now she/her. To those of you who really know me
know me I am sure this is no huge shock considering the fact that I've been identifying as non-
binary and using they/them pronouns for years now. My personal gender journey has
ultimately led me to where I am today though. T am female and with that understanding self-
acceptance of who I've always known myself to be a great weight has been lifted from my
spirit. Even more, I want the entire hearts collective to know that reading the words written
within the pages of each Hearts issue over the years has played no small part in helping me
arrive at this place of peace within myself. For that, family, thank you. I've already had my
initial psych evaluation with the psychologist and am scheduled for an evaluation with the
gender dysphoria psychiatrist this coming August. Fate willing T will start HRT by the end of
this year. So, for all of yinz who have known me as Jesse James I now go by Kira. I am now
experiencing the joy found through living as my authentic self...Now, to everyone who
shouted me out in the last issue, I send my love in return tenfold. To the Albion family:
Maddie, EZ, Ms. Bee, Ike, BO.B,, Littlefoot, Yum Yum, Griff, Siobahn, Reign, and especially
Chino! I miss yinz all very much. Each of you in your own special way have helped me
tremendously... To my newly met family at Coal, first and foremost, my partner, comrade,
lover, friend, and husband, Knowledge. I love you so much. You are, without question, the
most patient and loving person I've ever been with. It’s me and you versus whoever forever. K
and K will not be stopped! Alex, you know where you stand with both of us. Taylore, love you
baby! Q, sucks being on opposite sides, miss you bundles. Brandon and Shy love your
conversation and company. Faith, stay sexy gull Anyone I've forgotten, totally not
intentional...Be good family! #LoveThyself!

~ Ms. Kira Ann | HU3831 | SCI-Coal Township

I would like to remind my people of the “LGBTQ+ Community” that there is no community
without unity! It’s otherwise just a group of LGBTQ+ people. Shoutouts to my SCI Forest
family doe. Shoutout da bro |B. ak.a. Bizzle, shoutout da sis Tai, and da bro K.T., shoutout
DeDe, she just touchdown not too long ago, and shoutout da boul Jessie from NY ak.a. Post-
Post Malone lol, and anybody else I missed. I'm currently getting transferred y’all, hmu doe
Sincerely,
~ INK | Samir Price MZ8030
Shoutout to my wonderful mother and true friend Miley. Miss you dearly Miley, one day hope

to talk again. I am B-Block unit at Greene. I am not going to lay down, I am standing tall for
my female genes transgender in this male form and for all of us. And hello to Ari at Albion

~ Ms. Tay | SCI Greene
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LETTERS & LOVE

Dear Hearts on a Wire,

A sister let me read her Issue #40. To everyone in Hearts on a Wire: This jail does not like to
go with our wishes. I've requested many, many times and this place will not allow me to get the
treatment for transgendering, I'm still trying to find my “Mz. Right” but I have been hurt too
many times before. So to just trust people is a hard thing for me to do. My ex-husband left me
for a woman and I haven’t trusted very many people ‘cause of this. Love you all,

~ Arura | Forest

Dear Everyone,

Hey vall So today is May 2nd its been an amazing month. I got boo’d up. Met some new people
Cora, Jan, Josh. April 30th My Transfer paperwork went in so by time ya guys read this I may
be somewhere east. It makes me a lil sad because I will miss my Friends and Zi. He is so good
to me but I know he will write me and shoutout. Boo I haven’t said the words yet but I think I
really love you, mean we even finish our sentences and m sync all the time. If ever your
sttuation changes and you can put a transfer in hope you do cuz it will be so worth itl Other
than that all is good except my legs the pain is bad i cant even climb steps to C.I plant without
difficulty. The doctor here said they won’t do anything else tho i1 can’t walk craycray! Shoutouts
are in order Zi Love you Kisses and Hugs, Jak sup my boyl Twin booboo where u at? Justin B,
hope your good, Bis sis Love and miss you, Torric 1il sis 1 miss your face, David P sup All my
brothers and sisters I know from my time at Rockview, Camphill, chester and the ones I don’t
know I send my love and respect to you. This will be late but Happy Fricken Pride in this
Trump era we Must keep fighting, This admin will try and take the rights we gained throughout
the years like they never existed But we are LGBTQ+ Proud We Don’t give up a fight so keep
That Rainbow Burning Bright and fuck those haters. All we have is eachother Spread the love
not the hate I love you and cherish you All Love
~ Haze aka Christian Gouse | Dallas

Shout Out Timel!

I would like to give a shout out to Brock and Toy for helping me have the courage to truly be
myself. I no longer hide behind a mask. I am Gay and Proud!

~ Keith | GN3033 | SCI-Albion
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LETTERS & LOVE

Dear Hearts,

My name is Trip. 'm 21 and Latina. I heard about Hearts on a Wire by the Big Bro Cork at
SCI Huntingdon. Putting on for the RBC family. 'm on my way to another spot so DOC look
out for this pretty ass queen coming straight at y’all herd! Ass fat, all the boys want to taste this,
but if ya chips ain’t right don’t even bother. T want to shout out Kashlee Crawford at Forest.
What ever you did to this boy give me ya secret, he won’t stop talking about you gurl. Shout
out to the Big Bro Cork, Jit Jahkere, Norm, Haze, and all the rest of the family. Look out for
ya gurl and boys don’t Trip L.O.L. #GayLifeRocks

~ Demario “RBC Trip” Baer | SCI Huntingdon

To: Hearts on a Wire,

Thank you for your love and support. Shout out to Stackhouse aka Britt from Albion my
homie. Where are you? Did you ever make 1t out? If not contact me, let me know what’s going
onr Shoutout to CR Cory Williams, I love you bro. I don’t have money to make any calls to my

people to know that if any one trying to contact me keep showing love and support.

~ Quincy William | KIL4519

Shoutout To my Bro

SITTING UNDER MY HEART CHiE i AbEE T
B.R. 2 Starr | KZ2276 | SCl-Fayette you bro'heep youc head

up always. Shoutout to

I'm over the shackles but tucked under your wing, Brittany Rose Marie I

I'm over the nightmares but sleeping under the dreams. send my love we been

I'm over the sky | prevailed from under the earth,

That's why I'm over the pain no longer under my worth,

I'm over the dark nights and under a brighter day,

You see I'm over the sad faces and under a better way.

I'm over your spell no longer gum under your shoe,

Relaxing under the shade which means I'm over you boo (LOL) That shit was
bye bye, crazy.

I'm overlthe warry connectgd under your charm, ~ $WestMoney$

| guess I'm over the harm since I'm no longer under your arm

I'm over the late nights I'm under the early days,

I'm over the hard shares | got from under your gaze

| don't know about you but when my mind starts to wonder,

| take a couple deep breaths then decide if 'm over or under.

cool since last year when
we met i the RHU and
you played them movies

for me and my bro Chino
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LETTERS & LOVE

Shout Out Time!!

First to the collective of HOAW. You beautiful people help more than e-mails! 'm so thankful
you are here. Mariah Lee, 'm no longer in Mahanoy. I'm at coaltownship. It’s got to be the
prettiest prison grounds ever. And there’s always a few puppies running around. (But I digress)
This beautiful place would be near paradise with you in it. I miss you. Much more than my silly
words could ever tell you. I'll see you again. On the other side of time. “There” I will extract
my kiss. I love you Mariah. Take care and keep the boys breathing heavy! Brian (Bri-Bril) I miss
you love. This is not our meeting place. Some guards are very disrespectful. And you'll only
end up hurting one of them. I'll be moving on as soon as possible. I'm in the hole now. Spent
6 days in pop and realized you'd not like it here. T'll miss the puppies. Be good! No new
charges! I wrote Amyl Nothing about the money yet. But you're their baby. I love you. Love to
all, (and the puppies!)

~ Sage | Coal Township

“Tru + Real Luv” — All my life T never known + knew tru + real love until my husband,
Lawrence Wilson AKA O-Zone, My O Bear, My King, shown me, change my life, help me
love myself, and him, help me be sage + secure in being gay and coming out openly, and being
his wife within these walls, after 20+ yrs as insecure, closet, not loving who I am. My husband
O Bear change my heart + life, my emotional state has been a source of our stressfulness
cause I never felt in my 54 yrs alive + deeply love for everyone until him. And all past failures 1
held instead of let go, and my jealousy led to a heated argument, we got thrown in the RHU,
for getting taken out of context, though he’s now being transferred, separating us. My luy, O
Bear I know you love me and have told me to fall back, focus on parole and our future. In 10
months we both up again. You have not let me down, or given up, nor wanted or been with
anyone, and no one from outside will ruin us, only us, Bae, Fear + Tears. Grip me, for time +
distance, withstand our deep love + relationship, marriage to one another. I feel in order to not
lose you, I got to allow you to attend to your sexual needs for I know deeply you're like me,
freaky + all. I'm so hurting for it’s my fault, I never listen more to you, losing my mind, I'm not
wanting to be here anymore if you're not. All turn against me. I'm alone, need your voice +
presence + your heart of our luv. I've read your letters + pic I sleep with. I love you x 208 x
My Husband, O-Bear. Ur wife,

~ Mrs. Richie Wilson | Jeremy Risher AIKCA Care Bear | BH8574
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LETTERS & LOVE

H.O.A.W. Family,

What's goodie family, for people that know me when I was at SCI Greene, I did 5 yrs and 11
months in the RHU, I was still going by my gang name sixx. I change from that name because
I wanted to cut all ties with that gang shit. I say that to say this: while in that RHU me and like
27 people out of 32 refused our meals for 7 days. The CO’s tried everything to get us to eat. 5
broke out of 32 people. Long story short, we all started to get hot meals, coffee, even got trays
that was filled up, so I would say if everyone in the community put all the beefing and hate for
each other aside and came together as one mind, body, and soul, we will be able to get stuff
done even with the help on the streetz. I have 21 yrs in going on 22 yrs. I been and seen and
did everything in these jails. Us as human, we won’t be able to stop the hate, back biting, and
the beef because some of us is stuck in our ways. So deal with pride. And some hate change, I
get it. Anyone that know me and how I was giving it up on the TTG tip when I come though
all the way from 2004 to 2017 I can say | came in a boy and grow into a man. I have change
and I'm cool with that.

To everyone at Coal Township, I don’t hate, don’t backbit or talk about no one so anyone that
have problem with me, I love you. And peace to my wife, I love you and I'm here. To Nir at
Somerset, you still my hommie, we was together for 2 years so I love you, just not in love with
you. Lola Blue, that number you gave me is not picking up. To my Auntie at Benner Munta,
you're crazy. I got your message, I'm cool, still staying out the way. Munta listen, you never
have to feel alone. I see and hear you meaning I love you and I'm here for you. If no one else,
you have me and I'm sure people in the community feel and love you. If you give up on life,
how many people that love you will be hurt? I will, for one. You need to talk, hit me up, T talk
back. To the Ms. Lovely Mariah Lee, keep your head up and stay out the way. Hit me up.
Anyone who know Reggie Hall, tell them I said where is the copy of their book they was to
send me and get with me. To everyone at SCI Forest, Mom Ty, Ron, Sydney, Ed, T-Cup,
Mark, Tone, Puck, Will, I ain’t forget about you. You just never get back with me. I do miss
you and the love is there. Mall keep your head bro, and too Brittney Alissa Mitchell. T was next
to you when T was at Somerset in the RHU. We use to talk in the vent. Listen, T apologize that
I couldn’t stay at Somerset with you and that you had to go through what you did. T found
your info in my phone book and then I got the HOAW, seen your name and info, so I had to
reach out to you, hope yvou still remember me, I sent you food in the hole. Well if there is
anyone I missd, B and O-Zone, Savage, we still bros, love that nigga and love that nigga back.
#loveyou #Pridemonth

~ Reginald “Knowledge” Thomas | #GHO0074 | SCI Coal Township
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Heyl

So I'm sending this as a kinda “rubber stamp” group message to save a little time (money). I
HAVE BEEN OFFICIALLY GRANTED PAROLE! I'm now waiting on a bed space date for
the halfway house. That date should be back to me in a week or so. From then I'll know
exactly when they will be releasing me. I just wanna give a few acknowledgements to some
people who have been riding for me for years giving me mental, emotional, and/or financial
support when I needed it and these people I consider not only my REAL friends but they also
showed me that we don’t have to share blood to be family. I've been locked up 15 years, so
MANY people have come and gone. So failure to mention you doesn’t necessarily mean you
aren’t included in my thoughts of appreciation. Now: TWIN, QUEEN SO, G, RiRi, BOSS
Queen, Juli, Ty, my sis JayRené, CUZ, & the ALC team. Y’all have been the most consistent
over the years (especially this last year in which there have been so many chances for me) so I
just wanna send y’all my love and appreciation. We’ve all already discussed staying in contact so
I'll be in touch. Some of u have to SEND ME YOUR #S AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS. But
most of u I already have that stuff so T'll be in touch and I'll keep y'all updated until the time
comes. I also wanna acknowledge some people who I haven't spoken to in a while but just
know its always love and I hope whenever y’all are in life its going good for u because y’all did
help me out with the same mental, emotional, and/or financial support at earlier times in my
bid and that's not forgotten either. So, Badirah, Ian & Zoe Alexander, Stephen Sobocinski,
Queen Zidel, Mike K. & Mike J., POOH, Both Benjamin's, Aria, & Gabriellal Keep y’all heads
up! LoVe always.

Also, T just wanted to drop one final message on yall: FREE AT LAST! FREE AT LAST!
Thank GOD ALMIGHTY! I'M FREE AT LAST! They gave va big bro parole. I'm out on
6/25/25. 'm gonna leave the halfway house info at the end of this. I just wanna give a few
acknowledgements because the last few issues I've been MIA and I had some shoutouts. Just
been fighting to get out. FIRST: my wifey NMQW. I'm headed home to lay the foundation for
the castle we building baby girl. Might start out slow while T stock money and find assistance
for a crib and rent. But I'll get my § to niecey asap and get on connect so we ain’t out of touch.
I love you queen. Get ya ass home ASAP. I need you with me #BIGFACTS. Miley from issue
38: yeah, I'm going home queen. I plan to continue to be a big help. You don’t stop uplighting
people either. We need that now more than ever. Kaleem (issue 38): keep ya head up bro.
Hopefully you be home soon too. Angela B (Issues 39 and 40): Thanks for respecting my relay.
Plz don’t stop fighting. You will be free again. The line between confident and arrogant is thin
but you walk it very well. Keep loving yourself queen. Miss Tay (issue 39): keep ya head up
queen. Send the greene fam my love. Bam-bam (issue #40): keep spreading the love bro.
KYHU! Jacinda: love sis. We always just miss each other. But I'll be in touch.
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[continued from previous page/

Listen everybody: I'm really about non-reformist reform. True abolitionist. It may be a while
before I can really get i the fight how I want to but just expect ya big bro to reach out to
some of you. Doing 15 years, 7 in the hole, I know how a real friend can make a difference to
our mental/emotional health. I know some of you got tick. Reach out to me too if y'all need
help with any civil or DOC related issues. You can write me at: Antoine Dewayne Walker, 6260
Heverly Blvd. PO Box 395, Coalport, PA 16627-0395, phone number: 814-672-5485. Keep
v’all heads up. Much love always. BIG BRO 4EVER

~ Anotine “Indy” Walker | KG7791 | SCI Pine Grove

Dear HOAW, I would like to shoutout to my beautiful wife Diabla, you mean everything to me.
I’'m so glad that you came into my life. I wish we met out there, we were so close that we could
have seen each other. But 'm glad you'’re in my life now and I'm not letting you go. You're my
soulmate. I love you so much. Love your husband,

~ Abel | NP5906 | SCI Houtzdale

Dear HOAW

Hello everyone my name is Diabla. I'm new in Houtzdale. I would like to shoutout to my
husband Abel you are a really good man and I hope this is forever. Thank you for being there
you make me so happy everyday. I love when youre around me. You came into my life in the
right time. I love you so much Baby. God Bless all the community. Kisses :) Chao chaol

~ Diabla Winton | QQ5823 | SCI Houtzdale

Dear H.OAN]

How’s everyone doing hope everyone is enjoying this summer heat as best as possible. Want to
give a shout out to my husband I LOVE YOU BABY Il Happy One Year Anniversary lll :-*
WE.P. Thank you for always being there for me you’re my rock, my heart and my soul. Happy,
Glad, and full of joy to spend my life with you. You're the most Amazing Husband Everll!
Also wanna send a shout out to the community law clerk Indya, Joey, Ethan lol and anyone I
forgot to mention. Hope everything doing good. Stay strong and look to the future.

~ El | QQ4244 | SCI Houtzdale
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Dear HOAW,

First off, shout out beautiful Brittney. How are you? I won my lawsuit. I'm waiting for the
judge to determine my damages amount. I should know something very soon. I hope you're
doing well. T want to shout out to Tank, Momma Bear in Houtzdale with Brittney, Momma at
Houtzdale. There is something on my heart I need to share. All my life I been fighting with a
demon and I been so damn angry. I have my reasons. One of the main reasons is not knowing
what true L.O.VE. is. Never in a million years did I think I'd fall for a beautiful, strong, highly
intelligent, strong willed, goal oriented woman. And I screwed that relationship up. Brittney 1
am truly sorry but I want to tell you thank you so much. Because of you I now know what
love 1s and what love is not. I hope we meet up one day, Britt. Don’t ever stop being you.
You're amazing, your love flows thru my veins like water. I vow to be a better man. I max out
in 39 months on 10/24/2028. I am gonna make myself a better, caring, more compassionate,
loyal, spiritual person. I will teach myself to be grateful for what I receive. I will seek wisdom
and knowledge. I'm gonna educate myself on all subjects. I will support the LGBTQI25+
community. I want to do all this for my future wife. So future wifey I’'m here and I'm waiting;

I challenge everyone to stand up with your head held high and push back. The community are
still human and nobody can ever take from you what you already have. Don’t sit down with
nothing that don’t feel right to you. If you want something, earn it. If you don’t know how to
get it, teach yourself. So you can have it.

~ Polo | SCI Greene | LG1134

Dear Hearts on a Wire,

I 'am a gay male who would come to jail and play as if I was trade aka straight and not want to
hang around other gays because of the stereotypes and rumors that came with it, but my
advice for people who are living in the closet: come out. Because I've learned people who are
really our friends will accept you for who you are and because the ones who hang around you
without knowing who you are, are only hanging with you cuz of the person you've created.
Me, I'm tatted head to toe, build masculine, but I still walk around, play cards with the gays and
also the trade. Be yourself, it’s better because only bad things occur when things come to the
light! Fellas the insecurities have to stop, we are supposed to stick together! Stop allowing hate
to cloud y’all minds, we already have to deal with it from the LGBTQ+ haterz. Girls start bein
one man girls! But much love to Mizz aka RuRu. Shout out Gordie, to my bro Diz, his gir
Bree, my sis Teacup, Omar, Uhmar, Preach, Jesse, and AKA Amy, and Tiff, Omar wife. Love
vall please stop the hate spread the love.

~ Rowdy | Marcus Davenport | QP4417 | SCI Forest
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Eeeewwww... It’s ur girl Rosie Lis Lovel! 'm no longer at SCI Greene. 'm at SCI Mahanoy
now. Like it better than Greene. I'm glad I was able to do sumthing good for the girls on k
unit. I was able to have them put longer doors for the showers. I would like to say to Charly, 1
hope u treat the next sister with love n care n respect. I did not deserve how u treated me, 1
was loyal to you. Please do better. Love u no matter what. Polo from Greene I miss how u use
to touch me, u have good hands. O-Zone sorry 4 everything in my part. Thank u 4 bein a
good friend to my sister Momma Dee (RIP) My heart. Nothing but love O-Zone take care.
Spade N KL.C. T miss yall sexy asses lol... Leesa N Corky, sorry that y’all are goin thru that,
love y’all very much. Whitney I hope u are alright, love u sis. Unique Cherry Red love N miss u
sis. Knight, Egypt n Rokko from Benner Love n miss y’all crazy asses. Shout to my Mahanoy
fam. Egypt u is a bad bitch, u sexy girl. Stay up. Much love to my sis violet. To Ms. Kelli hey
sis. To ace I love u baby. Mariah it is good to finally meet u in person, u r so pretty. Love u

sis... everyone else here in Mahanoy - Love n Peace. Peaches at Greene love u sis.

~ Rosie Lis Love | Nelson Vazquez | KH0078 | SCI Mahanoy

What's up Casey and Spade at SCI Benner on EB, What’s up Lawrence Wilson AKA (O)
wherever you land just know you’re my best friend, I wish you the best

~ Brad Wright | QP4078

UNTITLED

by Marcus Davenport

Tryna find love but it's hard when people see me and just want sex

People say 'm hard to read but guess because | won't allow anyone to just give me neck
| rather jerk off than just be another one people say | had him so whoever had me came
correct

because when they know you got your own the bread winner others seem to become
upset

| tried to give to others like myself to show them Il always have their back

But | learn when the ones they want like me they view me as a threat

Even those | won't date after anyone | call bro insecure makes them get in their feelings
But loyalty consistency I'll take over looks cuz vibes is so appealing

But time to go until | feel the urge to vent again

Single by choice popular by demand I'm gone in the wind
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hey hoaw family,

how 1s everyone doing? finally got my newsletter (40) and it’s great to read everyone’s entries.
wanted to update y'all on my relationship, my boyfriend and 1 are no longer together. he was
starting to act funny and didn’t wanna be with me, so of course 1 moved on. it was tough for
me about a month after we broke up, but i'm all good. there was/is this special guy in my life
as we speak. his name is rush. he’s doing life just like me. we started going together on 1/8/25
he’s nothing like my old boy friend. i’ve known rush since he got here at rockview. at the time
both of us were in a relationship so couldn’t link up. glad we’re together now. i told him he’s
stuck with me for life. lol. shout out to wittany, it was nice 2 finally meet you at group. monica 1
wanna thank you 4 emailing me and i’'m happy 2 have you in my life. jacinda lee allenbough
how y doing? i tried writing you back, but they won’t send it out. it says can’t write another
inmate. i don’t want you think i’'m just bull-shitting you. a special shout out to my girl maya...i
wanna thank you 4 doing video visits with me. i1 appreciate all you do. you're a true sister.
everyl else, i send my love. take care family. your sister,

~ cree williams

IF

by Big Sexy Fox

IF...could be romantic, strategic, logical, IF...can explain many different forms of the
language of Love. So I'm gonna express my language of how much | love you Brittney
Rose Marie.

IF...I can hold you for a lil while | could be at peace.

IF...The world was gonna end | want to spend it next to you, holding your hand

IF...I could have 3 wishes from a genie, | would use them all on you.

IF...I could have two wishes | wish to kiss you one more time

IF...I could have one wish | wouldn't need it because knowing you and having the honor
of loving you, kissing you, holding you, holding your hand, writing you poems, love
letters, that came true

IF...I could see your smiling face again when you'd see me and run in my arms, what
else would | need?

IF...I had one word to describe why I'm writing this it's B.A.D.

IF...I can take back the tears you spilled over time, I'd catch every single tear in a jar, and
make sure the only tears you'd have are tears of joy.

IF...you only knew how much | love you and miss you. If you are wondering let me tell
you | love you and miss you so much. You wanna know? Just look in the sky and as far
as you can see, squint your eyes a lil bit more, | will whisper | love you and miss you. |
love you and | want you to know it. Love always

P.S. 1+1=you and me=2 true loves
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Dear HOAW, I would like to see how everyone is doing, I am now at Houtzdale. I am doing
good. I got 3 years until my min and I got 10 years to my max. | would like to give a shoutout
to taz aka timber. I miss you girl and love you so much. You wasn’t lying when you said that
after we broke up I went downhill, T hope you can forgive me for treating you like shit, when
you hurt me, I didn’t know how to take it. When we get out, I hope you pop up in my area and
chill with me. I'm single for now. I was in a relationship, but she did exactly what you did, so I
left her. I'm kinda talking to someone here at Houtzdale, but I do not know if we are going to
go to the next step. I would like to shoutout Kaylee, Nicole, and Brittany. You don’t know me
but I've seen you around. I was the one in the hole on D pod in 1 cell and you was in 20 cell.
You said there was a mouse going in and out of my cell. I ain’t gonna lie, good look on letting
me know because I don’t fux with them, but holla at me. My name is Gator, I was checking
you out, you cute. Well, much love to all of yall.

~ Gator | SCI- Houtzdale

PICKING UP THE PIECES

by Maddie | QP 3525

I stumble, | fall, Knocking vases to the floor,  So glad D.J. to call you my man,

Hurt no more. We got this, we got the plan

Steady picking up the pieces Got the baller, shot caller

Stunning out, new leases. | love that your taller

It's 2025 for me and mine, Packing hella heat,

Ready to win, ready to shine! Nice and neat,

Stay cold hearted, That body callin’ me

you know how it started Can't wait to talk on the phone, spilling tea

on B-Block you caught my eye,

Who woulda thought, I'd knock the guy
Bloods thicker than water

Your solid, no teeter totter.

I've been broken, beyond repair

Cast away, in my own despair

But here you go.

Picking the pieces off the floor

My Gorilla Glue, stuck like that
Maddie evolved from crazy A$$ matt.
Queen supreme, toes in the sand
Run it up daddy, a hunnit bands?

Cold hearted + straight from the motherland

300,000, two hunnit grand

Your wife to be

Oh yeah mister, where my ring?

Stunt me out, the latest bling.

| hit a homer, batter swing

I'm so glad to be your thing.

Left titty, under your wing.

Fly daddy, time to soar

We the winning team check the score.
While you picked the pieces off the floor
| love you Daddy to the core

Draco Malfoy, yeah he not poor

Cast my spell

Did us well

Hold onto you in stock, Il never sell.
Say i do, lets give em hell
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by "Eastwood” AKA BeastWood

Dear HOAW Fam, The best, #1 Is what she always say,

When | go into Beastmode is how we always play;
In 1 session, 10 waterfalls, took a step and fall,
from da sink, table, flour all around da cell;

[ feel this way. Think how should T gjying multiples back to back without problem.
feel knowing I stupidly allowed some  from da ocean to waterfalls is what | call them,
homophobic jackass to trap me.  and that's a Unigue thing. Eastwood solves ‘em!

(talking about the bullshit at SCI 10 waterfalls

Honestly, I'm on a roller coaster ride.
Some days high some days low, why

Benner). People who know the situation know I’'m not lying but I must admit I played a part in
my own downfall, that might be why I’'m mad. Not only did I lose my peace of mind, I lost
half of me. Te Amo Riena, forever will I love you. We've known each other, we love each
other, near or far together we are. We still must maimtain people will come mn our lives, but our
love will forever be unique and safe. The jail was talking about our wedding LOL I love you
forever.

Now if I don’t say your name don’t mean I don’t fuck with you or forgot about you. My love is
real with everybody I come across. I love y’all so now stop sending me messages because I did
not say your name cause I still might not. Syke naw I just playing or am I First my wife, Mrs
Kashlee Crawford at Forrest. To Kim up Albion I bet you still can’t twerk. Love you. Tamika
up Summerset. Robin, Charli, Patchie, BS, Ms Tay, Same Pat up Greene. Ms Linda, Gumdrop
up Pine Grove. Britney, Unique Cherry Red I miss you stay sexy. K.C., Spade, Bobby, Gem,
Bobby Knight, Nill, Steph, Ashley Miller, Burger, Ary, Heather, Amota, SD Julio, Miz up
Benner. Jah, JZD AKA Huntingdon’s most wanted AKA Bluey, Boomer, Zion, TY my LIL
dude Joker up PHA. It's so many people that I got so much love and respect for.

I always want to thank all those Queens that I met up in Greene. Unique AKA Moe you
helped me. Thank you, because of you I met a lot of family members and I learned a lot from
them. I'm trying to get to my wife, the only person I was truly willing to give my last name.
Through all the storm Kashlee Crawford, 'm trying to get to you. Call the house 404 you

know the rest. Love you forever. Cornelius Cork Crawford

~ Comelius Crawford | SCI Huntingdon
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A VETERAN'S DAY

by L. Fox

I happen to be a veteran
But you can't tell in how many way's unless | tell you

A cold morning waking up on concrete;
I never knew that feeling before.
Calling for significance

And no one Answered

Let me explain it this way
So that you may not go away
Without knowing a part of me’

That | am a veteran of at least 30,000 years
When | travelled with the monumental yearning
of Glaciers, relieving my self by them

Growing, my children seeking shelter

By the boots of Pines and mountains

When it was that time to build,

My grandfather said “we cut stone and mixed mud
And ate beans and squash and sang

While we moved ourselves "That's what we DiD”
And | believe him.

And later on in the Ancient and Deep story
Of all our nights, we contemplated,
Contemplated not the completion of our age,
but the continuance of the universe

The travelling, not the progress,

But the humility of our being there.

Caught now, in the midst of wars

Against foreign disease, missionaries, canned food, Dick & Jane textbooks, IBM cards,
Western Philosophies, General Electric,

I am talking about how we have been able

To survive insignificance
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Dear hearts on a wire,

Thank you for giving everyone a voice. I want to shout out Brittney Rose Marie, I hope you're
well. T want to say you’re the best, and if at any time you decide to reach out, you have my info.
Britt I just read an old letter I have from you. I want us to be B.A.D. on the streets. I promuse I
will look for you, you're my homie lover friend you’re my number one. My first my last T do
love and miss you. You have my WORD 1 will Never harm you. So if you're reading my
shoutouts and love letters please respond and let me know that you and I will be together on
the streets. I think about you, I miss you, I pray for you. Don’t ever forget I'm your true hubby:
Stay strong, remember you're beautiful “Fingers Running Down my face.” I promise to be
your best friend forever. On 7/5 I will call your mom around 11:30 so ask her if she got it on
7/5. All Gas no Brakes. Happy 4 years.

~ L.Fox | SCI-Greene

ANGEL

by Sage | SCI Mahanoy

Angel gets to wear her Favorite Pink Dress,
Mommy wants Angel to look her very best.
Mommy styled Angel's hair late into the night,
Mommy needed everything looking just right.
Mommy takes a picture as tears fill her eyes
Of the pretty little coffin where little Angel lies.

He came out of nowhere, this man and his gun
The windows had all been locked, kids had no
place

They could run...

The sound of bullets exploding killing all of
Angels friends

That would be all she heard as Angel met her
end.

Rain pours heavy on “This" of all days,
Down into a dark hole where our 3rd grader
Lay.

Angel was only one of so many children
that day,

That layed in their own blood as they
slowly slipped away.
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Full love and blessings to all of my brothers and sisters of our community everywhere. At
SCI-Forest, special shout out to my sister Tiffany Ephiphany, Lexi Love, T-Cup, Asia aka
Havo?, etc., and to my friend David Swyers.

And now, an ultimate shout out to and for my wife, Mrs Right: Jazmine Star! It began with you
being my inspiration and driving force to introduce myself and to get to work on leading and
organizing, getting true and good LGBTQ2S+ community together to help and
support/encourage, lift up everyone while the timing is right, and most of the drama crowd is
gone. Just wanted to talk to and get to know you, and for you to be able to do the same
to/with me, and to expand a true socializing and friendship type of network with others and
to no longer be oppressed to stay limited to just me and my then husband, nor to give into
anymore of his jealousy, insecurities, and attitudes of negative every time I tried to reach out to

others.

Now, we’re two baddest queens and wives of our side of the jail, if not the entire jail itself—
we are stars, so beautiful, sexy, happy, complete, hot, at peace, and so much more, and we’re
doing true community to the utmost, together! And you are the only one who brought out my
final stage of my trans female transitioning—full makeup, etc. early morning before I come
out to do my job, to just before I go to sleep, every day and night. Now I can't bear to go
without itl Most importantly, as you said—BOTH OF US WAITED A WHOLE LIFETIME,
and now, we finally found and married Mrs. Right, for and in us both! And you're so beautiful,
intelligent, mature, amazing, smoking hot, full class and style, and now, I too am your equal
match in all of those and every other way as well. Every day and night T see and get total
affirmation of how wise and right I was to truly and fully see, believe in the true you, and to
fight for/defend and win—that you're the real deal, the true wife and queen I've needed and
searched 45 years to find and embrace as all and only my own!

And now, we shine bright like stars and diamonds, representing true love, strength, beauty in all
things—and are examples for all to see what true love, unity, loyalty, bond, and all else means
and does—and give hope/encouragement to others.

~ Anistasia Angel Narnor, Thee Queen & Lady She-Wolf | SCI-Forest
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This is Ms. K and my journey has taken me to places that I didn’t know I can keep, but my
heart mind and body will not give into the madness that comes from being in jail. My beliefs
and love for life will stay strong. I will never give up on life, happiness, and hope. I may believe
that my higher power wants me to do some things that will make me a stronger person, and I
hope that my people can do the same. A new beginning starts with me. I want my girls to have
love, happiness, joy, and to always be strong, I want all the community to know that if you
want to talk, just look at your girlfriends or your husband and try to understand them, because
we need to stay focused on what we believe. So I must always tell myself to want more for life,
and I must be real. It could take time but I know that it can be done. I want to say hello to all
the girls at Forest: Tea Cup, Lisa, and also my husband. Love you always. By the way, thank
you to the community for letting me be the (first) transgender Certified Peer Specialist at
Forest.
~ Ms. K McKinney | SCI Forest

ISAIAH MY SAVIOR

by Maddie | QP3525

Sometimes | wonder, why am | still here?

If I'm supposed to be “str8" then why am | queer?

If everyone loves me, why am | the only one w/tears?

If everyone's so thorough, why do they cover in fears?

Why does my mind want to play those crazy games?

Why am | surrounded by all these fucking lames?

If their all lions+tigers why are they so tame?

If I'm destined to make it, then where's my fucking fame?

If life's not supposed to be this hard, why is this the hand I'm dealt?
If life's full of rainbows, how come pains the only thing that's felt?
How come ISAIAH's the only one to ever make me melt?

Then he's ripped away, my feelings a pot of smelt.

| miss you my lover, the only true love for me.

Unfortunately apart right now, | guess it has to be.

Until they unlock my cage + finally set me free.

Right now my eyes are closed, but soon I'll be able to see.

| can't wait to hug + hold that body of mine,

Cuz boy your the only one, AND your hella fine,

Once we hit the streets, pop a bottle of wine.

Yes | do, A marriage, two lives are intertwined!
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Welp, I haven’t written in for a good while... I just been burnt out off the fake ish TBPH. I
am at Houtzdale now, and Oh My... Good Lord! (Double shot of whiskey) Worst spot ever! I
am not going to do details, but T will say, there is very little loyalty in this joint. But anywaaays,
moving right along... I did meet a few ppl that I will happily shout out and continue to stay in
contact w/here. First and foremost, my day one at HOU Miss MathaFuckken Lorenzolll PR
DOWWWWN! Yas bitch, I love you. |-Hood, lil bro you alright w/me. I will continue to give
u the best and realest advice I can. Surround yourself w/positive ppl. Eli ak.a Elle, you my
bitch! ;) Caitlyn Kit Kat Santos, I love a girl who can think for herself. Both of yall are PR
Princesses. Floyd, you are a real Queen and know who you arel That partl Dee Dee, since I
met u, I could tell U are a good soul. Dre, wassup Bro. Love all of you. Eddie, T have known
you for a very long time and no matter what you do to anyone else, u have always been real
w/me. I love you Bro. MADDIE, biiitch, you left Tkey? Oh wow. Pat the sew in bitch, I love
you, you always shot out ya girl (ME! ctfu). Kim aka lol Mama is home in PGH doing well.
Lance seen her @ Walmart w/an OVA lace front giving TUNA! ;) Indy my baby is going home
the 25th of this month, and Lance is doing FAB! In college and all. U know only the baddest
of bitches in the circle. Stackhouse aka Brittney went home too from here May 21st. I love you
Maddie. Tay @ Greene? Is u Chauntay aka Tay Tay was at Dallas w/me? Hey boo, how u
been? Matt Fenstemaker, how u been sweety? Unfortunately, I heard Chop passed away. He
used to be on my video visits & we would talk on the phone. Yum Yum, my Niece :), Chino,
Bobby, Rider, Shiz (bro in law), Dorian, Albion gang, miss y’all. Calvin (C) how you been?
Skillz, hey bro how u be? Ace, I seen u shouted me out, and I am sorry I did not shout back. I
remember U You’s a cutey fo’sho :) Stephon aka MidNyte, awww u in love? No shade, but did
u tel her about me? Always keep it real about your past fellaz. Uncle Puck, I miss you so much.
I wrote you at that address, but never heard back. Last I chekt u was on AC again! :) I love you.
Jay and all my brothers and sisters on lockdown, I been there, so I kno your struggle. No crash
dummies allowed. Anyone I missed, it wasn’t intentional. Lastly, Ima say this... I've been many
places, I seen a lot of faces, and I know a little about a lot. Walk the walk. Sounding good but
not being good? Make that shit make sense. Nobody’s perfect, we all make mistakes. But
always remember this... your character is based on what you do when no one is looking
Check me out on the gram @215NikkinSin

~ Nichole Monique Quifiones | Houtzdale
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Dear HOAW family,

In the last issue T was saddened to depart my dear friends & family @ Benner Township. T will
surely miss you all. Most of all T truly and deeply miss my boo boo Scrappy-doo King
Cornelius “Cork” Crawford. Hopefully you are maintaining and doing well @ Huntingdon.
Although I knew my time at my last spot had to come to an end, I did not expect to be sent to
this facility. With much less than 5 years before my max, I thought to be sent closer to my
home region (S.E. Pa.). Instead, the DOC thought it clever to move me to the complete
contrary direction. Drumroll please... T have been transferred to SCI-Forest. The former
campgrounds to many. My reactions? Nothing major. The stone walls between the unit paved
vards give it a royal castle-like feel. At first, I was placed on a unit (D-A) that had no other
trans and all closet cases. So I asked to be moved. When I arrived to the other side west/east
to G-A, I immediately met so many wonderful brothers and sisters. The Kings and Queens at
this facility have welcomed me with open arms. I cannot be more grateful and appreciative to
meet la familia at this location. And although I introduced myself as Leesa, mucho en la
comunidad Latinx dubbed me Shakira (because these hips don’t lie). To everyone here @
Forest, Piaclare mio de conocerla (italian for “it’s my pleasure to meet you”). I send nothing
but blessings, respect, and good gracious to you all.

Next, I must address the family all over this nation. It’s no secret that the current president and
his administration are on an ongoing campaign of harassment against us (LGBTQ+). For
those of us who are incarcerated, it is understandable that our protest against such suppression
may be extremely limited. But those of us who have been released must remember that all it
takes is for your voice to be heard and soon enough it'll spark a movement. This is the time for
our gaycons and gaylebrities to stand out and stand up against such hatred, to let this president
know that “we are Queer and not going anywhere.”

Where are the voices in the Federal court system like Deborah Batts (may she now R.I.P.) who
served as an inspiration for the openly gay federal judges? And if no LGBTQ+ judge has the
strength to speak against him, where are lawyers like Angie Craig and Pete Buttigieg? And if no
lawyer dares to rise up for what's right, then where are our activists like Felicia Elizondo,
Angelica Ross, Lori Lightfoot, David Mixner, Jess O’Cornell, etc.? If no one from the political
and legal spectrum has a voice to stand up, why haven't no one from the media and news
confronted him? Reporters as Rachel Maddow, Anderson Cooper, Don Lemon and our tv
personalities such as Ellen DeGeneres, Laverne Cox, Billy Porter, RuPaul, Bobby Lytes, Lil
Nas X, Kidd Kenn, etc. should use your voice to make a statement combating his offensive
rhetoric. And if our TV icons are not given the opportunity, then our screenwriters, producers,
directors as Christopher Isherwood, Rob Epstein, Moises Kaufman, Lauren Morelli, etc.
should exercise your career talents to let him know what he is doing is NOT okay.

(continued next page)
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And if no major figure in the USA feels safe to speak against this president, we must call upon
our LGBTQ+ family abroad to say something. People like Indian lawyers Menaka
Guruswamy and Arundhati Katju, or Mayor of Bogota Colombia Ms. Claudia Lopez. There
are simply too many LGBTQ+ family members in this world who have the ability to make the
headlines by using your rights and your voice to publicly remind the USA that such hatred and
homophobia has no place. And if YOU cannot speak out against such foolishness, we must
call upon our religious figures like Catholic Priest Bernard Lynch and Jewish Rabbi Deborah
Waxman to offer up prayers during these difficult times. Many should know that June is
LGBTQ+ Pride month. It was the perfect opportunity to speak against gay hate. We must do
better.

Finally, the world acknowledged and mourned the passing of Catholic legend Pope Francis.
Papa Francisco displayed a living example of how religious leaders worldwide should love,
embrace, and respect everyone including LGBTQ+ individuals. Pope Francis rightfully put an
end to the false notions that the LGBTQ+ won’t make it into heaven. For many will be
shocked to see us not only mnside the pearly gates of paradise, but to see us in the Heavenly
Choir, playing instruments, dancing and singing about in our gay happy ways. I don’t believe
in coincidences. In the last HOAW issue, the main theme was opinions about LGBTQ+ and
religion. Then shortly afterwards, the ONLY Catholic pope in history who openly supported
us unfortunately passed away and moved on. Now is the time for our religious leaders to reach
out to the new Pope to ensure that the papacy will not undo the progress made by our
beloved Pope Francis but to proceed forward. 1st American Pope Leo XIV, congrats and
welcome. May he continue to include the LGBTQ+ community members within his efforts
and be a living example, as was Pope Francis to the verse in Hebrews Chapter 13 verse 3.

Have a great summer everyl. From yours truly,

~ Kashlee “Lipstick Leesa” Crawford | NQ2744 | SCI-Forest
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To Hearts on the Wire. This is my first submission.

Here at SCI Forest, there 1s no unity only among “the clicks.” All of us, immediately judge and
ostracize what and who we do not know and understand. Instead of conversing, asking
questions, and being real, we spread and lead with propaganda, lies, and rumors. We can’t and
sometimes don’t always take accountability for our transgressions to each other and ourselves.
Outside of LGBT+ and simply as humans, it is natural for us to be flawed. And that is okay. It
is okay to not like someone, to feel jealousy, envy, anger, lust etc. That makes us human. But
what is not okay is to engage in hearsay, gossip, to treat others with malice & to not give the
opportunity to communicate and understand when we blame others and pont the finger, there
are always three more pointing at self. We as a whole collective need to learn how to be cordial,
accept rejection. Take responsibility and how to receive and give unconditional love. Be willing,
That is all we need. Don’t become what we are fighting...our oppressors. No matter what 1
have experienced here at Forest or who I clashed with, I love all of you. You all are my people.

We are the struggle and our strength and each other is all we have.

To Ty, I have always admired your endurance and when I found out you knew my sisters, 1
thought we could at least be cordial. I forgive you and I love you. To Tim, Tea, |B, never was
mad, never will be. To Mizz, Dizz, Tiger, TC, y'all gave me some of the best laughs! I love y’all

To Mal, thank you for you. You're an amazing human being, I admire and envy your strength!
To Cha Chal I love you, a true blessing, in a time when I yearned for community and needed a
friend. To Dilly, my fuckin ride or die! You held me down, gave me a safe space, to heal, find
myself, and be whole again! I love you. To Asia - your courage and strength, and your period,
are phenomenal. T love you. To Shadow, I will always love you. You will always have a space in
my heart. We transcend past relationships. You know, you're family, but always, my angel. I
hope to see you before I leave. I love you, Mrs. SRT. To the whole SCI Forest community, each
and everyone of you, past and present, has taught me a lot about myself and I thank you for
the gift and journey. Remember, the only thing left to break is our chains. Always - Love.

~ Shawn AKA Big Red | Toussaint Shakur AKA All Hail Anti | QP7878 | SCI Forest

31



LETTERS & LOVE

I'm chilling got a year to max-out but to everyone in the H.O.A.W family, wanted to share with
you what a wise man once told me which i1s Dont let the time do you. You do the time. Also a
special shout-out to my family here at SCI-houtzdale Bones/Floyed/and nicole on E-B who
I've had the honor to meet who is one of the straight-forward/gangsterist trans
woman/Queen I've met and wish there was more like - Diamond/Brittany/ and of course my
big sis Indya the law clerk/and a special shout out to BaBy Bama who shouted me out in the
last issue. How you doing by the way. And to the rest of the H.O.A.W stay strong and, send
much love for making this possible and for sticking together! And also keep yall heads up and
dont let these jails tear y’all down

~ $Jayhood | QP1744/SCI Houtzdale

What's gopod HOAW Fam!?!

I know I've been M.I.A., but you've all been in my heart and on my mind. Hello to the new
fam entering the DOC and BOP. Shoutout to everyone at SCI Forest. I don’t know Sarah, Billie
Boring aka Dusty Valentine, Elli, or Brittney Alissa Mitchell (were you on E block briefly?) but
I hope I get to meet you all. Welcome Maddie and Leesal And shout out to the fam: Emmy,
Kid, Diamond, T-Cup, Jamie, Tiff, O, Black, Cody, Cody, Shadow, Will, Ed, Syd, Ty, Run,
Spazz, Tone, Tone Tone, Kels, Spazz, Jackson, Ben, Ant, R], Flick, Adam, Anistasia, Dilly, TC,
Cali, Leif, Hasan, and Jesse Blake. If I missed you, I'm sorry and I can’t wait to meet you. Also
Chino, Miley, Swing, Knowledge, Savage, I hope y’all are all thriving at your new spots. And
congrats Ms. Didi on your parole. Keep your heads up and stay visible and that goes for all you
handsome men at Muncy and Cambridge Springs too. They keep trying, but they can’t break us
and we’re not going anywhere. Stand your ground and LET THOSE BITCHES HAVE IT!
Love you all, especially my baby, Stevenl!

~ Kamdyn Alexis Love | William Byers-Augusta | MW2525 | SCI Forest
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I would like to put a shoutout to family on HA T still think about all of youns especially
Diamond the one I knew on the street and now in prison. I always treat Diamond like a
brother too and now Fry come in the picture I treat him like my papy. I love papy Fry just like
I love Diamond, and Tiffey and Billy and Dave and Shog and Willie Nealson. They all is my
biggest family, the one I love dearly and I won’t Stop until I die even when I get out I will write
all my friends especially you Diamond. You always put up with my bullshit for a long time just
like papy Fry put up with it. I don’t know why youn all put up with my bullshit but I love you
always Diamond or should I say Dim. I know you miss that but I still call you that. Diamond
always I love you like my little brother.

~ Jo Ellermeyer | SCI Forest

Dear Hearts on a Wire,

Hi, I like to thank Hearts On A Wire for giving us this platform. I want to talk about my #1
Best Friend, Husband, and love of my life. His name is “E” a.k.a. Sleez from Pittsburgh. He is
my Rock, my Foundation, and I love Him with all of my Heart. He 1s my husband and not
only do I want to spend the rest of my life with him, but I want to spend Eternity with him
also. He is my one true love and our hearts are Forever Entwined. Shoutout to the community.
Thank you.

~ Desirae A.K.A. Dezi AKA Lil mama A.K.A. Raymond Hicks LH8994 from Philly

Hello all you beautiful, amazing souls doing the best you can to be the best you can be.
Apologies for the less than positive energy in these lines, but my mind is in shambles and I
need to vent a little bit. If you all would be so kind to bear with me it will be greatly
appreciated... Being part of this community began as a blessing where finding other with
whom [ felt I could relate and share common ground was nice, but as the relationships
evolved, so too did the truly selfish nature of so many I associated come to the surface. It
saddens me that “others” are so often blamed for our problems when dissension is often
mitiated within. Unfortunately, for my own mental health and happmess, I've had to separate
myself from all but a chosen few, and for the most part things have been smooth. My message
to the Kings and Queens on this day is that everyone 1s not for everybody. Choose wisely who
you let into your heart... I give thanks to all who live your life in love and light. May you
always be Blessed on your path to greatness. You are appreciated. ..

~ Gene | SCI Forest

Dear Hearts On A Wire
Kaylee, it's Courtney and I am at Benner. I hope you are doing well. Stay beautiful. Love,
~ Courtney | QP5443
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First off, why are people at Houtzdale very ignorant? Acknowledge your girl outside the block,
dudel

Nicki - I miss you bitch. I'm terrorizing Marcus over here for you, missing you much on CA.
You made people afraid of you. When I brought your name up a lot of people shut right up.
Kaylee - Oh Em Gee I miss you. I miss complimenting on your nice juicy ass.

Eli - Let me know is it okay to send another letter to Gary. I have a question to ask him.
George (HBIC) - I miss your jokes that make my day. How are your I've been okay, doing my
program trying to go home at the heart. Mickey - Hiii Spiderman from your sister Kate.
Nicole (CA) - Smh. You're a hot mess, why you'd pull a Jada Picket Smith and a Sinead
O’Conner look? Smh #2. Why did you have to do that? You got caught dead with it! Also stop
doing what you're doing, you're running away from REALITY and living you life to the
utmost fullest. Be you, don’t let NO ONE hold you back!

Nicole (EB) - I see you every day. Hey Gurl. Lorento - Loca. Fortified Freak, Seven Days A
Week. Wet and gushy make dat pullout game weak. To everyone who hate her, stop it.
Creating hatred upon people in the community is why no one takes us seriously. People down
grade us to nothing (@ Houtzdale. T get it all the time, even at work and you know what I do as
Jay-Z quote in his song “Go on brush your shoulders off.” Don’t let these Haters upset you.
They’re just jealous that you can be who you are and they are still trapped in the closet w/ their
skeletons. By hating Ms. Nicole (EB) you are hating the wrong way. Support is the better way
to do it. As you know I'm Neutral, I pick no sides. She did nothing to me to hurt me in any
way. She’s a really cool and awesome person.

Stop the HATE. We all deal with it in the jail from Staff Members and COs and inmates alike.
Stop hating and defend each other from every outcome. All of us have to fight all of the time
and everyone in our LGBTQIA2+ community here you know who you are. Stop trying to one
up each other thinking supporting 1 person is enough. NO! Supporting Everyone means
Everything, Everyone who doesn’t support my idea should remove themselves from the
community all together. Community is also saying UNITY. Unite and stop fighting amongst
one another. This shit really hurts me in my heart that no one supports one another in this jail
(Houtzdale) Just end the hatred and defend each other. People out there in the community
support one another no matter what your flaws are. End the Hatred please. If no one has food
or money - HELP THEM GET ON THEIR FEET. If they need a private conversation, Lend
an Ear and keep it between them and yourselfl Hug ‘em if they aren’t okay. This Hatred has to
stop. Defend one another and be the community we are supposed to be.

Peace and Comfortability,

~ Kaitlyn Mae Santos 1.J0183 SCI Houtzdale

34



LETTERS & LOVE

I'm at SCI-Houtzdale with the Bro “El Jefe Dre$ AKA Lulu”. Bro put me on to these
“HOAW” while I was sitting in the twist for this nut ass investigation but we really don’t need
to be speaking on that. Shout the folks Bro “El Jefe Dre§ AKA Lulu” is gone bring me around
when I get from back here so shout out to the beautiful “Makayla AKA Thic A§§ Tink” 1
don’t know you shorty but I seen you around. Shout out also to “Kaylee.” Same goes for you,

Nino even though I know your steady trying to step all on my dxck with wifeshand. I got

nothing but love for you. Big Mir that bull not back here no more. I think his back on “B-

Block”, T ain’t gone sit here and write everyone’s handle down. Sendling love cause those that

kno me kno T ain’t with all the talking but it’s all love.

~ Hollow | NQ2670 | SCI-Houtzdale

MUZZLE

by Indya

[Hook]

When it's ‘bout me speak up don't mumble it,

If your bark bigger then your bite bitch muzzle
it,

Brave heart full of pride better learn to guzzle i,
Buck fifty inflation up so | double it,

[Verse]

Brooklyn born project raised,

Give zero fucks if a bitch throw shade,

Do the least still get all the praise,

Woke up like this got ‘em all amazed,

I was him as a he now I'm she and I'm That
Bitch,

Never been a fraud, never told, never catfished,
Stand on my own on ready | ain't got picks,
Callit like | see it that is Fats that is not thicc,
I don't really care if they like me or not,

I don't deal wit rats | don't mix wit cops,
Body count low never been a That,

Got two decks in and I'm still on top,

Eat good, live well, always sleep great,
Grizelda wit the 8's had to get a bigger rake,
Got mine fell back cuz I'm close to the gate,
But the Kitty bought and paid for soon as |
skate.
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Dear HOAW,

Its va boy again, TRU King O-Zone.
Well I had to spend my Earth Day in the
RHU on AC status waiting to be
transferred out of SCI-Benner. So this
whole PRIDE Month and my Earth Day
(B-Day), June 19th, was sad for me. So I
am hoping I land at Mahanoy or
Houtzdale, but Imma miss my Benner
family, first love ya Rish, stick to the goal
and keep it cute and go home bae. My
sister KC, guurrl, T'll miss ya crazy the
most, my Ll brother Spade aka Zebra
Cake aka light bright, hold it down will
va. BR keep ya crown on king, lil bro
Night always keep playing it kooly. Nice
I’ll miss you Cannon. Moonta and Ashley
my two lil burn outs, love yall. Unique
Cherry Red and Penoix What up boop
miss me yet lol. My baby momma Mariah
Lee and Mahanoy I know you miss da
king aka no sox lol. Lipstick Leesa my lil
sis keep doing you mammas, same for
you lil bro Cork. Love all y’all RBG up—
Rain Bow City

~ Lawrence Wilson aka O-Zone
GG1151



THE TRUTH ABOUT MEN

Miley S. Diamond

Listen up everybody, I've got some shocking news.

We girls, we got some problems, sure, we sometimes get the blues. We get a little crazy,
we fall head over heels. We live to shop and drive for miles just for a good deal but one
thing you can count on, we tell it to you straight. 'm overdrawn, I'm leaving you, I'll be
two hours late. Maybe it's from playing cards, but you guys sure do bluff. Don't you
know that commandement, thou shall not make stuff up? Men lie, men lie. You'l call me
in the morning, you'll be back home by eight. You're gonna have just one more beer, my
mom and dad are great. You've never touched a single joint, you swear you sent that
text. You just need to cuddle, the last thing you want Is sex. You boys're cute, you take
us out, you make us laugh, and nine times out of ten, you're just a big pussycat. No, |
can't deny that most of you are fun. You just got to work on, problem number one. |
found a note from Lor, you said you dated her. But it was years and years ago, the time
was just a blur. So | called her up and chatted about you and her, of course, when were
you gonna tell me, you never got a divorce.

Men lie, men lie (clap hands five times) men lie.

You fib, you prevaricate, you tell tall lies, you fabricate. It must be something in your
genes.... Or in your jeans.

Men lie (clap hands five times) men lie.

Art from Ms. Gege,
featured In Issue 30
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BEAUTY & CARE RECIPES FROM

ROSIE LIS LOVE

Sugar Wax

Ingredients:

1 cup white sugar

1 thsp lemon juice

2 thsp water

1 tsp salt

Directions:

When u make 1t, it has to go on u while it’s pretty warm. Mix it up until it 1 thick. Has to be

hot to work on you.

Oatmeal face mask

Ingredients:

2 thsp oatmeal

1tbsp honey

Directions:

Once u mix it up, leave on face for 10 mins. It’s very good for the face. You'll thank me later.
Warm it up some, then put it on ur face.

MEET ME

by Brandon L. Williams

Excuse me there-

| happened to notice you
Sinking through

that rapacious sand,

and thought; Perhaps,

you could use a hand?

I'm not the strongest,

nor my reach the longest,

but if you're willing to trust-
me just a little,

and reach out to the middle
where our hands would meet-
I'm certain that together

we'll get you back to your feet.
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LEGAL RESOURCES

PA Institutional Law
Project - Philadelphia
718 Arch St.,
Suite 304 South
Philadelphia, PA 19106

PA Institutional Law
Project - Lewisburg
P.O. Box 128
Lewisburg, PA 17837

PA Institutional Law
Project - Pittsburgh
247 Fort Pitt Blvd, 4th Floor,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PA Innocence Project
1515 Market Street,
Suite 300
Philadelphia, PA 19102

AIDS Law Project of PA
1211 Chestnut St., Ste 600
Philadelphia, PA 19107

ACLU Pittsburgh Office
313 Atwood St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

ACLU Philadelphia
PO Box 40008
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Amistad Law Project
PO Box 9148
Philadelphia, PA 19139

Abolitionist Law Center
P.O. Box 8654
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Transgender Law Center
PO Box 70976
Oakland, CA 94612-0976

Lambda Legal
120 Wall Street, 19th Floor
New York, NY 10005-3904

NCLR National Office
870 Market Street Suite 370
San Francisco CA 94102

GLAD
18 Tremont, Suite 950
Boston, MA 02108

TLDEF
520 8th Avenue, Suite 2204
New York, New York 10018

ARC for Gender Justice
PO Box 180198
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project provides assistance
to incarcerated or institutionalized people in PA whose
constitutional rights have been violated within the institution.

Pennsylvania Innocence Project takes on direct appeal and
PCRA cases from factually mnocent
incarcerated in PA who have been wrongfully convicted.

mdividuals  only

AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania takes cases involving the
HIV-related rights of people living with HIV.

The ACLU sometimes takes prison conditions cases, but they
are selective in which cases they take because they do “impact
litigation.”

Impact litigation is strategic legal cases that have the potential
to change the situation for other people in similar situations to
the plaintiff.

Amistad Law Project takes on impact litigation aimed at
reducing incarceration in Pennsylvania.

Abolitionist Law Center takes on impact litigation aimed at
addressing human rights violations in Pennsylvania prisons.

Transgender Law Center is a national organization that takes
on impact litigation related to trans rights.

Lambda Legal is a national organization that takes on impact
litigation related to LGBT/HIV rights.

The National Center for Lesbian Rights is another national
impact litigation firm that takes on impact litigation related to
LGBT.

GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) is a
national organization that takes on impact litigation related to
LGBT/HIV rights.

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund (TLDEF)
is a national impact litigation firm that takes cases related to
trans discrimination.

Alyssa Rodriguez Center for Gender Justice (ARC) is a new
organization connecting jailhouse lawyers and advocates
working for gender justice. Members get pro se legal information
and support for their advocacy.
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BOOKS, PUBLICATIONS & PENPAL RESOURCES

Books Through Bars provides small packages of free
books to individuals incarcerated. Ithaca College Books
Thru Bars send free books nationwide. Pittsburgh
Prison Book System sends free educational books and
quality reading material to prisoners and prison libraries.
Books For Prisoners at UCSD and East Bay Prisoner
Support
nationwide. Tranzmission Prison Project sends books
booklets to incarcerated LGBTQ folks
nationwide. Prisoners Literature Project and Prison
Library Project ship free books.

send socially conscious reading materials

and  trans

Send a letter that includes your name, ID number, full
address, any restrictions on incoming books, and
types of books wanted. Make your request by subject
rather than specific title or author, and provide several
areas of interest if possible. For example, African
American history, basic math, carpentry, how to draw.

Please be patient. These programs get many reqguests,
so it may take a while.

Black & Pink, and Montreal Prisoner Correspondence
Project, are organizations that matches incarcerated
members of the LGBT community anywhere in the
country (and in Canada) with pen pals.

Let’s Get Free has a magazine available to folks in PA
prisons.

Hearts on a Wire appears on several resource lists as a
pen pal organization. While we are aware how valuable
it can be to have contact with people, this has never
been a service we have provided, nor is it something
we have the capacity to take on. Hearts has worked to
correct these resource guides as we become aware of
them, but we continue to get frequent requests for pen
pal matching.
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Books Through Bars
4722 Baltimore Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Ithaca College Books Thru Bars
PO Box 113
Brooktondale NY 14817

Pittsburgh Prison Book System
PO Box 71357
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Books For Prisoners at UCSD
w/Groundwork Bookstore
0323 Student Center
La Jolla, CA 92037

East Bay Prisoner Support
PO Box 22449
Oakland CA 94609

Tranzmission Prison Project
P.O. Box 1874
Asheville NC 28806

Prisoners Literature Project
% Bound Together Books
1369 Haight St.

SFCA 94117

Prison Library Project
915C W. Foothill Blvd PMB128
Claremont CA 91711

Black and Pink
6223 Maple St #4600
Omaha, NE 68104

Prisoner Correspondence
Project
QPIRG Concordia
c/o Concordia University
1455 de Maisonneuve Ouest
Montreal QC H3G 1M8
CANADA

Let's Get Free
460 Melwood Street #300
Pittsburgh, PA 15213



SUBSCRIBE

Subscriptions are FREE for Trans
people & allies who are locked upin
Pennsylvania.

If you want our newsletters, please
ask to be added to our mailing
list and let us know how you are
connected to the Trans
community.

We will not add people to our
mailing list who have not reached
out to us directly.

Back issues of the newsletter
are available to view or
download at heartsonawire.org

GETTING OUT IN

PENNSYLVANIA?

Get in touch!

We do our best to support our inside
members in reentry. Let us know
when you expect to get out, where you
are going, and what you need.

PA VISIT PROGRAM

Our experiment with virtual visits

between inside and outside Hearts on
a Wire community members is going
well We currently have more requests
than we have capacity for!

If you are Transgender in the PA
DOC and you want to try out a visit
with an outside member, please write
to us and let us know so we can add
you to the waitlist.

Hearts On A Wire
4722 Baltimore Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19143

WRITE TO US! SUBMISSIONS

You can send us...

Letters | Shoutouts (keep it short and sweet) | Original
Artwork Recipes | Interviews | How-to articles | Ideas |
Articles responding to current events, prison policies, and
this newsletter | Original Poetry | Book Reviews |

iLas contribuciones en espanol son muy bienvenidas!

Writing Prompt for Next Issue
On page 3 of this issue, Sarah at Forest shared how hard it
is to get a job. She concluded, “How anyone can help, I have

no idea.”

What has your experience with employment been like? Is
there anything that has helped you or others get a job? How
could those on the outside address employment issues faced

by trans people in the DOC?

Guidelines:

« Deadline for Next Issue: November 14 We cannot
guarantee publication of submissions received after this
date.

+ If you contribute make sure you tell us exactly how you
want to be credited [Anonymous? ID number? Chosen
name? Facility?]. We will only use your location
and/or government name if you tell us to do so.

« We will not publish full addresses.

» Please respect other people’s privacy; only make
disclosures about yourself.

» No shade.

« Your original work only. We will not publish work
that has previously been published elsewhere.

» We get more submissions than we can possibly print.

« We are trying to get a lot of voices into the
conversation.

« We prioritize writing by trans and non-binary
authors.

« We reserve the right to publish excerpts and to
make light edits for length and clarity.



