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The outside collective has been busy these last

few months. Monica has attended events for

Hearts including a dyke arthause panel discussion.

She talked about trans people in prison and how

people feel about being z-coded. Joining her were

people from Womxn Beyond Borders, Let's Get

Free, and the Abolitionist Law Center. Hearts will

be involved in another panel discussion on June

17 at the Philadelphia Free Library. This panel

discussion will, in part, be about finding people

interested in writing to those of  you on the inside

interested in receiving letters! More updates on

that after the event. Hearts is also starting to work

on what we will all do for pride month. We've

been thinking of  going to Philly Pride as a group

and maybe some pride events in surrounding

counties. It's been a tough year so far, but that's

why we need solidarity and visibility more than

ever. Speaking of, we recently got donations from

an event held in our honor. A local trans owned

salon called Spellbound donated some of  their

profits in March to us and had a banner about us

in their window. It's good to feel support from

the community for us as an organization and for

all of  you on the inside. That's the gist of  the big

updates recently. Keep on keeping on and we'll

see you next issue!

With love,

The outside collective
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Timber | SCI Mahanoy: I talked about my religion in the last issue. Tho I grew up in a

christian community, when I was in juvee i went to several diff  types of  christian services from

catholic to protestant, but it never felt right & didn't add up. If  god loves u, you're made in his

image, & god knew how u would live ur life b4 u were born. Then why is being gay, bi or Trans

a sin? God = Love so if  i take a man to bed and if  its love then it shouldn't be a sin.

There was a guy when i was in county that taught me about Wicca & I was skeptical at 1st, but

once I got some books & something finally made sense.. I then came to find out that

Christianity is a mutt of  multiple religions. but they also want to be rite. How are they one of

the newest religions but its the right 1?

I used to meet with a wonderful Chaplain here once / week till he got tired of  the Mahanoy

policies. Chap. Newman u will be missed by many. He accepted me for me & we talked about

my religion & his & everything in between. Well thank you for your time. Merry Part til we

meet again!!

j. charli k.| SCI Greene: My tradition is Jewish mysticism (Qabbala to the initiated). Despite

what the orthodoxy currently teaches, there was a recognition of  trans phenomena. Rabbi

Techiel Michel of  Zolochiv (1731-1786) said “This is known according to the Sod [mysticism]

of  reincarnation, that at times, a female will be in a male body, because in the reasons of  gilgal

[reincarnation] the soul of  a female would come to be in a male.” This doesn’t stop a lot of

discrimination I face within my faith community. But it does give me the validation I need to

feel more secure in my faith. While I was at Mahanoy I met Rabbi Michlin. He was the first

and only gay rabbi that I had known personally. Unfortunately he died five years ago. He had

such a profound influence on my life. Enough cannot be said of  the good this man brought

into the world. Sadly, I’ve never met a rabbi in prison that is accepting of  me as a person since.

The rabbis that have worked here since won't even tolerate the presence of  a trans or queer

person. To go from full acceptance to being shunned is heartbreaking. I still practice on my

own but I don’t have the community I once had. 

Tiffany Alissa Bradbury | SCI Albion: My gender does impact my experience of  spirituality

because of  the fact that I am in prison. As for if  I have a community of  faith, as of  right now

I honestly do not! The reason why I do not have a community of  faith is because it is not

possible for me due to me being a transgender woman. Yes! I have had positive experiences

with religion before I came to state prison. There was no negativity whatsoever. Now, my faith

community consists of  a few individuals on the block that I am on now.

SACRED GROUND

In Issue 39, we asked for submissions about the relationship between gender and

spirituality or religion.



SACRED GROUND, CONTINUED.
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Mrs. Kashlee "Leesa" Crawford |SCI Benner | NQ2744: Gender and religion… Fine by

me! This topic has me written all over it and I could not be any more grateful to provide a

response. Readers, please understand that this is a very touchy and sensitive subject for many

both inside (incarcerated) and outside (society). I can imagine more negative feedback on this

issue than not, but I understand it. Most major religions contain text regarding marriage,

relationships, and childbearing. Many people hold confusing beliefs in regard to same-sex

which are often unclear, not specific, or are misleading. Thus they subconsciously spread

misconceptions, misbeliefs, and myths about us LGBTQ+ community members. That is why

we must do our research and study. Don't be fooled. period. 

Would you believe me when I say that homosexual activity is nothing new and is something

that has been happening before, and during, the era of  Christ? In fact, LGBTQ+ activity was

just as widespread in Biblical times as is today. This is not something that started in the 2000's

or 1970's. The United States is not the first to legalize same-sex. Dating back to Jesus times,

Roman law allowed it, and many of  the "minor" religions practiced it. Over two-thousand

years ago sex-slaves, prostitution, and BDSM were common. Many men even crossed-dressed

and were in drag. Please read reliable commentary (See Life Application Study Bible

Commentary for Romans 1:26-27(2)) 

Although many faith leaders choose to overlook it, or are in denial about it, it is clearly evident

in newer and retro versions of  movies and films, i.e. Jesus, Passion of  the Christ, etc., where it

contains scenes depicting a ruler, or judge, who wore heavy makeup, eyeliner, and a dress.

Herod (Herod Antipas) was the part-Jewish ruler of  Galilee and Perea. Herod the Great came

from a hereditary part-Jewish monarchy and in addition to dressing in drag, this bisexual ruler

himself  was caught in adultery when he cheated, then later divorced, his wife because he was

having sex with, and later married, the wife of  his half  brother Philip. Because Herod’s actions

was being brought to public shame, he was being exposed, he put a hit out on John the Baptist.

John the Baptist was assassinated because he exposed Herod (See multiple gospels including

Matthews 14:1-12) The things people will do to hide their sins and actions.

Yes, the Holy Bible teaches that homosexuality is sin. But the Bible also teaches that the sin of

homosexuality is equal to any other sexual activity that is outside of  marriage (1 Corinthians

6:8–7:15). Activity such as prostitution, porn stars, strippers, pimps, Sean Diddy "Freakouts,"

even sex between girlfriend and boyfriend, who are not married, are all in the same sinful

category as same sex. The Bible teaches that any and all sex outside of  marriage is unpure and

is therefore sin. Thus same-sex and masturbation is one of  the same.

Religious leaders are quick to ignorantly cast light on same-sex as if  it is a situation of  sin in

and of  itself. Separate from sexual sins collectively. But it is not. Even the re-elected President

is drawing this contrast when his convictions are equally sinful. People often are quick to refer  
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Kashlee, cont.: to the story of  Sodom and Gomorrah. Yet they misrepresent the facts of

these incidents as well. Fact is, it was more than same-sex activity that was happening in those

cities that caused its destruction (Genesis 13:12-13). These cities were like the Las Vegas of

today (but more wild). It is unfortunate that many religious places of  worship (church, temple,

mosque, etc.) will cause an uproar and cast us out for simply expressing our true selves and not

hiding. But will not hesitate to hide the sins (flaws) of  others, or even themselves. And such

custom is wrong. The current Pope (Francis) often rebukes and corrects such actions against

us LGBTQ+. 

Rightfully so, the Bible is clear on this issue and many scholars explain it in their commentary.

Even those who commit sexual acts are not to be feared, ridiculed, hated, defamed,

abendoned, or cast out. Remember, God can forgive sexual sins (any sexual activity outside of

marriage) just as he forgives other types and forms of  sin. We all need forgiveness and our

place of  worship should be a haven of  that forgiveness. The Church must continue to bestow

the greatest commandments, i.e., loving thy neighbor, upon everyone including those who are

enjoying the pleasures of  sex including the LGBTQ+.

Thus, for me, personally I have the knowledge and some education on this issue, no ignorant

or uneducated person can infiltrate or influence me otherwise. Even as a Transgender and

proud member within the LGBTQ+ community, I take pride in my faith and religion. I attend

worship service as regularly as possible. Prior to my arrest I was a member of  several local

churches and an active participant within our worship service. I was head of  the Church media

department, on the usher board, and even led Bible Studies. In addition, I was an active

participant in numerous choirs including the Temple University Gospel Choir, where I was

blessed to perform for President Clinton and Governor Randell at the Liacouras Center in

early 2015. I was also on the Choir of  Community College of  Philadelphia. In 2014, I was

fortunate to produce and host a Christian music program (LOVE concert) for the Christian

Alliance at CCP (I believe videos are still available for both events). 

Since my incarceration, I continue participating in events, studies, programs, and worship

services of  my faith. I sing for our congregation especially during the special occasions like

Black History Month, Hispanic Heritage month, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter time.

Honorably, I was the first in SCI Benner history to be given full approval and authorization to

decorate the entire Chapel for our Christmas programs/services. It was so beautiful that

inmates and staff  (Chaplains) requested that I decorate for the next two years after that (2022-

2024).

In addition to worshiping within prison, I have an amazing faith group, wonderful spiritual

advisors, and church members from the outside who continue to show mad support for me.

Through letters, visits, greeting cards, j-pays, etc., their endless love for me is evident. I call

them my third family. [First: Biological, Second: HOAW + LGBTQ+, Third: Spiritual Family].



SACRED GROUND, CONTINUED

6

Kashlee, cont: I conclude my response with words of  encouragement to my (LGBTQ+)

family whose experience is not so pleasant. Those of  us who may have negative experiences

with prison or local churches. Please never allow the ignorance, uneducated, phobic, confused,

or otherwise insecure church leaders and/or attendees to poorly and improperly influence or

infiltrate your spiritual connection to God. Simply forgive them for they do not know that they

are not truly representing the desires and intentions of  God. Will people fear you, ridicule you,

or even “hate” you as a member of  the LGBTQ+? Of  course. But know that it is NOT

because of  you, rather it's because of  the fact that they are having trouble realizing that you are

worshipping God as your true-self  without any intent to hide, blend, or mask in. Never allow

others to stop you or attempt to prevent you from your relationship with the Almighty. Make

your relationship personal. Regardless of  what faith you choose to profess, i.e. Christianity,

Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, or others, it should be between God (your creator) and yourself

(His beautiful creation). Your fellow congregants may inspire you, motivate you, encourage

you, but under no circumstance can they EVER dictate you. I don't go to Church (Spiritual

Clinic) to please another person who too is in a sinful state. That would be like rushing to the

hospital and the person next to you in the emergency room ridicules your condition as worse

than theirs. How would you react? You have life sustaining injuries and they just have a hiccup.

A-duh you obviously belong there and need more services. He/she/they/them came to church

for the same reason we did… because they need forgiveness of  their sins as well.

My King, Husband, and man of  my life Cork Crawford often cites this Bible verse: "Come As

You Are," meaning regardless of  our condition, situation, circumstance, belief, and lifestyle in

our own special, unique, weird, and personal ways we give God glory, honor, and praise in the

ways we believe is acceptable and pleasing to Him. And if  anyone has a problem with how we

worship, they can go f…igure themselves out and stop trying to figure us out. If  the leaders of

a place of  worship have a problem with you, then clearly you deserve someplace better. Just

like searching for a new home to buy, continue looking for the right place of  worship. Trust

me, you will know when you are truly welcomed. And in prison, people may not like us, but

will respect us. Period. Some places of  worship that do not discriminate against the

incarcerated or the LGBTQ+ includes: Muslims for Progressive Values (Islamic), Voice of

Victory Prison Ministries (Christian, Based in Delaware) Church of  the Larger Fellowship

(Unitarian Universalist), and uisually LGBTQ+ is accepted and is known within Native

American circles as 2-spirit (two-spirited).

Hopefully this response has been encouraging. Any HOAW reader who has issues with their

Church, Chaplain, or religious leader, I encourage you to show this response to them, ask them

to discuss this response with them, and if  anything tell them to get at me. I'll be glad to pick

their minds.
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Kashlee, cont.: P.S. Speaking of  Church… Another tradition that I started here at SCI Benner

is on Mutha's Day. During the Mother's Day Sunday worship service (usually the 2nd Sunday

in the mouth of  May) This year its on May 11th, 2025, all the "muthas,” mothers, Queens,

Goddesses, and beautiful princesses show up in their finest, newest, Sunday best (with

everything did, hair done, nails done, makeup and all) along with their partner (it you have one,

no shade to the single ladies) and just show up in solidarity. No noise, no fuss, no comments

necessary. Simply show up for attendance, participate where possible, stand at the mention of

“Mothers day,” and leave in style. Just sashay away. Oh and don't forget your flowers. Shout out

to all my sistas in the DOC. Please enjoy our day. 

D. Rambo Arnold | SCI Benner: We just had our fourth Sacred Sweat Lodge ceremony in

our sweat lodge in the prison, ran by Chief  Ammon Bailey from the Ojibwe. This is our Native

Right, our way of  life. A Sacred Sweat Lodge is one of  our greatest sacraments of  Baptism by

earthly Wind, Fire, Water in honoring the Creator and towards our Spiritual Rehabilitation. 

Indya the Law Clerk | Houtzdale: My relationship with religion/beliefs has been a

tumultuous one. As children we don’t have a choice of  where we want to go and what our

belief  system is. We are indoctrinated early. I grew up in a typical Pentecostal church (Yes, the

loud Puerto Rican church at the corner). I hated it. I was “too feminine” and “too much” to be

in a church. I went through conversion therapy, verbal abuse, and a lot of  shame. But can’t

nobody keep a bad bitch down! I never stopped breaking my wrist and rolling my neck when I

talked.

Anyone trying to inject their biases and hate by using a religious text/practice as reinforcement

is a fraud. They are not your friend and do not have your best interest at HEART. Religion is

supposed to guide us towards our moral compass and give us a foundation of  LOVE to stand

on and to build on. I want to give everyone some perspective. The same book that says

homosexuality is an abomination also says that a whole bunch of  other stuff  are also

abominations. Read Levitivus.

We have to stop letting people treat us however they see fit, while we break our backs trying to

conform. Teach people how to treat you! Because people will ONLY treat you how you let

them treat you!

A family member of  mines tried to beat me down with scripture… Imagine that. Tried to beat

me down with words left behind to uplift and guide us… anyways. I stopped her dead in her

self-righteous tracks and asked her, “do you cut/dye/straighten your hair? Wear heels? Wear

Spanx and a Bra? Well baby that is all body modification!” “My tuck ain’t no different than you

lifting them titties up to keep ‘em off  your belly. Lord knows that’s not where they sit naturally

after 4 kids!”
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Indya cont.: God don’t make mistakes, they know if  they would have given us the body we

feel we were supposed to have at birth, most of  us would have 5 kids, 8 baby daddies and no

walls. lol. Keep it real bitches y’all know y’all some hoes! LMAO if  I could see y’alls faces. Nah,

but they made people like us so the world can learn acceptance, tolerance, and compassion.

You’re welcome world!!!

Don’t let anybody shame you for doing what you want to do with YOUR body, God cares

about your soul, not how you decorate yourself. We are the most catty, cunty ass bitches alive

but we are also the most loving, kind hearted and resilient people. If  they just take their foot

off  our necks and see past their hate they could really learn a lot from us. Maybe that’s what

really scares them… Until then keep shining from where it matters… your HEARTS… and

your ass (‘-’)

Whittany | SCI Rockview: So my opinion on gender and spirituality/religion is you can be

whatever religion and be whatever you want to be. If  I may, my spiritual belief  is kinda diverse.

Do I believe there is something up above? Yes. Is it “God?” I don’t know. Do I think it’s any

of  these other gods or goddesses? I don’t know. The way I see it all these so called “Bibles” are

man made. We don’t know for 100% that everything in these Bibles are all there or even true.

Like the Holy Bible there is books that were taken out of  the Bible and then when years went

by they stated that it was a misinterpretation about being with another man. I think the pope

turned out to be gay. They, the government and the church, use this stuff  to control our

thinking. Like if  you look into certain texts about wiccan religion you will find about a person

named Lillith according to their religion. She was Adam’s first wife, not Eve. That they erased

Lillith mostly from the Bible and never mention that in their Bible. So you start second

guessing what’s what. But my thinking is whatever you believe in to help you find peace then

believe in it as long as it doesn’t hurt yourself  or others. If  you want to be whoever, as far as

identity, then be that person and don’t let ANYONE shun you away just cause it conflicts with

their beliefs.

Dezi AKA Lil Mama | SCI Greene: Answering questions for writing prompt. 1) No my

gender doesn’t impact my experience of  spirituality. 2) Yes I have a community of  faith.

There’s a lot of  us who enter my faith, which is Wiccan. We just don't have a circle for

everyone to come. 3) I had positive experiences with my religion, because people are curious

about Wicca. 4) My faith community supports me by being by my side. If  I need something

done or need anything, they are there for me. Mainly my boyfriend/husband– ‘e’ AKA-Skz–

from Pittsburgh, PA. I love him and I’m his lil Mama and wife– ‘E’– is my whole world. 
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SACRED GROUND, CONT.
WHERE ARE YOU LOVE?

Sage | SCI Mahanoy

Can’t tell you that I love you,

Your no longer in my sight

Day’s are get longer

Life just isn’t right

Write to me, or e-mail

Tell me your doing fine

Say that you still love me

That I’m yours, and you are mine.

Each day feels like the last

Nothing takes away my pain

These tears flow like forever

On my pillow they leave their stain

I only want to touch you,

And feel you next to me.

Give me back my comfort

And the love that set me free.

Munta at Benner: I’ve wrote at length about

this to ARC center for gender justice. I’ll do

one short point. I don’t need to preach to the

choir about the personality differences between

girls and guys, right? Ok, so we all know the

story of  Adam and Eve. Satan lies to them to

get them to eat the apple and, when they do,

they are thrown out of  heaven. Is there more

to it? I say yes. Satan used deception to have

them disobey God. But was it the only

deception? When they ate the apple, what

happened? They became aware of  their

physical gender and covered themselves. I say

that the idea of  physical gender was the

ultimate deception. It was the first division of

mankind. The deception was that physical 

gender was the definitive difference between male and female, whereas God created them

with a true and natural attraction without their knowledge of  physical gender. If  God created

male and female without instilling knowledge of  physical gender, yet they were attracted to

each other…where is gender determined? Has to be the mind. Definitiely not the body. Satan

was the cause of  using physical gender to differentiate between male or female. So who am I

going to follow? Divine creation or Satan’s deception? I choose God, Allah Ta’ala. Read the

Bible, Qur’an, or Torah, have I said anything wrong? Furthermore, show me anywhere where

it says being “gay” “trans” (LGBTQ+) means you cannot be Muslim, Christian, or Jewish.

There are no exclusionary clauses in religion. So if  anyone tries to say that you can’t be XYZ

cuz your LGBTQ+, tell them they don’t know their own religion. Ask them where it says you

can’t be Muslim (etc) if  you are gay (LGBTQ+). The only thing they can say is “it’s a sin.”

Follow up with, “What did Jesus say? Let those without sin cast the first stone.” Meaning we

all sin, including the person you’re talking to.

Maddie | SCI Albion: Hmm. Well I’m Buddhist and I love it. My Sangha accepts the

beautiful lady that I’ve become. So amazing. I definitely recommend to any sisters or brothers

who are struggling with Catholicism or Christianity to find who you are first. Love you! I’ve

had nothing but negative experiences with the 2 C’s. above. I used to ask to explain how I was

an abomination, but you’re not for judging me? A speck of  dust in my eye but a plank sticking

out of  yours! You won't have to deal w/ any of  that in Buddhism. We are ALL on a single

quest to enlightenment, coming together to support one another! I have Christian + Catholic

Roots! Pick up a Buddhist book + meditate. You’ll see. Love ya ladies + gents + in-betweens.

You’re beautiful just the way you are! 
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Miley | SCI Somerset: On March 11th, 2025, I received another parole denial, because 1)

they said I’m a risk to the community if  released, 2) A negative recommendation by the

prosecutor’s attorney, and 3) The nature of  the crime. So I will see the parole board again

February 2026. When we get news like this, we should not get depressed or mad. It is not our

time to be released. There must be something that I have to accomplish before I leave. I don’t

look at it as being negative. Sure, after 30 plus years, I do want to get out, I do want to live my

life out there. But the Goddesses do not see fit to it for me right now. My father is Seneca

Indian. At a young age, I lived on the reservation in Cattaraugus / Salamanca, NY. It’s not a

religion that I have. It’s a way of  life. I have followed my heritage, my culture, but I have for

the past 8 years now practiced witchcraft. No, not wicca. I am a natural witch, from the C.E.

and B.C. years. I’ve reincarnated 6 times. I was at the Salem Witch Trials but not convicted.

The witch I am is a way of  life, just like the Seneca Nation way of  life. As I tell people, in the

30+ years I’ve been incarcerated, there are three things that I have learned: compassion,

empathy and patience. So do not look at things in a negative way. Be positive in everything you

do: nyeh wyeth, snoko. Blessed be…… 

Acilia | SCI Coal Township: Well, I’ll turn 61 March 22nd unfortunately no one in my life to

celebrate it with. My relationship with my spirituality is somewhat complicated. Being

transgender has allowed me to realize my spirit is feminine. This has nothing to do with

gender. I’m experiencing this life as a man while my spirit is feminine which is at odds with

mainstream religion. I do not subscribe to any male dominated religion. Islam says people like

me should be stoned to death. Christianity says people like me should burn in hell. This is why

I don’t worship hateful entities, nor am I Wiccan I am at balance with my masculinity and my

femininity. I am very sensitive to energies of  the spirit, both positive and negative. I’m a life

number 9, so I’ve been reborn in different aspects over the last 9,000 years. I am a spirit having

a Human experience.

TANK | SCI Albion On the topic of  “Gender and Spirituality,” I feel as though every

religion should be of  acceptance of  ALL community members, however, unfortunately, this

isn’t the case, therefore, we are forced to either practice religions we don’t want to, or turn

from being our true selves, but my religion allows it to which is “Santería” 
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Featured reports on what is going on for queer and trans folks inside each of the PA

facilities. What should the community know about? 

SCENE REPORTS

SCI Mahanoy: Since transferring here on Oct 29, 2024, the facility's PREA Accommodation

Committee (PAC) has not met with me (as of Jan. 13, 2024), a policy requirement. I had to

reach out to the newly assigned CCPM, Mr. Muick to initiate the PAC procedures because he

was not given notice of my arrival. That meeting took place on Nov. 14, 2024 (11 working

days since my reception). The night I arrived, I was celled with a cisgendered male without

review of the PAC and, when I spoke with the nurses and other staff, they did not seem

familiar with the proper procedure for the reception of a trans inmate. This is my sixth PA

DOC facility and each facility does things differently according to their interpretation of policy

and/or the preferences of that particular administration. Please see my article "Policy and

Procedure that Every Transgender and Intersex Inmate Should Know" in this issue. (Dayna) 

SCI Rockview: Hello HOAW Family, I

wanted 2 know if other SCI's deal with staff

homophobic remarks? How do u handle it

if this is happening? The reason I ask is the

other day I was walking back from the

treatment building & 3 staff were behind

me & said: "These F***ing Fags walking

around here need 2 go ahead & end their

life!" Rockview is BIG on discrimination

when it comes 2 the LGBTQ+ I turned

around & said: "U should keep UR remarks

2 UR self b/c we don't talk about

STRAIGHT ppl & who they’re in love

with." I've sent numerous request slips to

our CCPM Mr. Miller, But haven't heard

anything back from him. Just thought I'd let

everyone know what we here @ Rockview

deal with on a regular basis when it comes

to discrimination. Staff can be cruel @

times. The LGBTQ+ are still human &

deserve to be treated with respect. There

should be something done about staff

treating us this way. #STOPTHEHATE

(Ur girl, Cree)

NEW KISS

Maddie | SCI Albion

Here is to my new king,

A beautiful spring fling,

Smart, intelligent + endearing!

Beautiful Black, fit like a king.

You make my heart sing.

Your my new kiss

Not here to diss

Sorry Ike, I drop the mic,

Keep pedaling, get on the bike.

To my new boo, his name is Tank

We will be laughing, all the way to the       

     bank

Don’t turn up your noses, it doesn’t stank

Attorneys at law yeah that’s our trek

Lawsuits, money, all on deck.

I love you boo!

I hope you do too!

Hope to hear from you soon!

Love your Maddie Boon.
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POLICY AND PROCEDURE THAT EVERY TRANSGENDER

AND INTERSEX INMATE SHOULD KNOW

Dayna | SCI Mahanoy

As inmates, we all receive inmate handbooks. Many probably don't read them but even if you

do there is a lot of information left out of that material. There are many important written

policies that affect the day-to-day lives of all inmates but I want to address a few very

important policies for trans and intersex inmates in the PA DOC. I recommend every trans or

intersex inmate get a personal copy of Section 19 of DC-ADM 008, Prison Rape Elimination

Act (PREA) Procedures Manual. Here is a summary of important information you should

know.

PA DOC policy requires that "staff effectively interact professionally and respectfully toward

transgender and intersex inmates. Intentional misuse of gender pronouns and titles is

prohibited."

Transgender and intersex inmates shall be referred to by their preferred pronoun or a gender-

neutral form of address. Unprofessional and derogatory references toward inmates are not

acceptable under any circumstances.

Additionally, staff shall be familiar with the expectations established in DC-ADM 008 and

other policies for the effective accommodation of transgender and intersex inmates.

Upon reception, every inmate shall be assessed for being at risk for victimization and to ensure

safety and security for all inmates. This is accomplished using the PREA Risk Assessment Tool

(PRAT) which also gives the inmate an opportunity to self-identify as a transgender or intersex

individual.

Once transgender or intersex inmates are identified, the PREA Compliance Manager (PCM)

shall be notified and confidentially meet with the individual within five business days. At the

meeting, the PCM shall complete the PREA Accomodation Committee (PAC) Checklist.

Within five days of that initial interview, the PAC shall convene to make individualized

determinations about transgender or intersex inmates' privacy, housing, and programming

assignments to ensure safety within the facility. You should be invited to this PAC meeting and

attend. The individual may be housed temporarily in a single cell (Z-Code) until the PAC

determines permanent housing based on the inmate's responses to the questions presented in

the PAC Checklist.

Inmates identifying as opposite genders shall not be celled together unless a determination is

made through the facility PAC that doing so would not put either cellmate in a vulnerable

position. 11.2.1, Reception and Classification Procedures Manual, Section 5 (relating to single

celling). The PAC will consist of, but not limited to, the PCM, Manager of Psychology, Health

Care Administrator, and both Deputy Superintendents. They shall listen to your responses

without interfering with the line of questioning or challenging any inconsistencies known to

them. 



POP

Tone Tone | SCI Forest

you’ve always told me 

family is everything, and should 

come first. 

as a kid i thought you’d

always be there no matter what, 

but since you past away i feel

a part of me is gone.

if i could have you back

even for a day it would be 

to just be next to you my friend

i look to heaven hoping

that you are looking down on 

us

until we are reunited again

i’ll keep the ones we love safe for 

you

til we see each other

in heaven
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POLICY AND PROCEDURE THAT EVERY TRANSGENDER

AND INTERSEX INMATE SHOULD KNOW (cont.)

You shall be informed of the privacy and housing recommendations within 48 hours of the

PAC meeting. You can agree or object to the recommendations. Objections are made through

the inmate grievance system.

I hope this article is helpful. If you have other questions related to PA DOC policy that

directly affects trans or intersex inmates, please submit your questions to Hearts on a Wire and

I'll do my best to respond.

REST IN PEACE MOMMA DEE

Sun rise 1/23/70 - Sun set 1/11/25

I never thought in my lifetime that in a prison you

could grow to love someone so deep and create a

bond and friendship with someone who makes you see

a cloud and smile, because they’re such a soft and

gentle soul. Dee has become my very tru best friend

within the last 3 years and been my celly for the last 3

years and I loved my best friend so much, she was

family to me and to many others, to everyone at SCI

Benner she was Momma Dee, but to me she was

Meerkat, yes she was my lil Meerkat and I was her lil

Allycat ‘cause she say I love to roam, lol. But her luv

was so real for everybody and she always told you how

she felt. We laughed and cried, argued and hugged. She

was my gurl, she taught me about Broadway plays and

Wicked before it was even a movie, she was very

cultured. We are happy to have met you Dee, and to

have had the HONOR of you being in our lives and

impacting our lives, we love you Meerkat aka Momma

Dee, keep smiling down on us with your love gurl <3

     ~ Lawrence Wilson aka O-Zone

GG1151 | SCI Benner



SPELLBOUND STUDIOS
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Spellbound’s shop window display at 1728 East Passyunk Avenue in South Philadelphia  featured

artwork from previous newsletters. 

Spellbound studios, a trans-inclusive hair salon in Philadelphia ran a special in March leading up

to Trans Day of  Visibility where a percentage of  sales was donated to Hearts on a Wire. 

We are deeply grateful to Spellbound and its patrons for their generosity. 
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LETTERS & LOVE

i would love to start of  by saying i love this book hearts on a wire, it gives us a place to go to let

go of  our feelings if  need be and to stay in contact with our friends we have made behind

these god forsaken walls. as i sit here and write this, i have been in jail for over 7 years and that

is what i want to stop: long periods of  jail time for our people the Lgbtq+ cuz we don’t belong

here, we are more than just a number and just our last name, we are the kings and queens so

let’s be what we are out there where it matters. i would love to give a shoutout to my 1# David

you are my rock and all i will say is 143, to Reign, Kim K and whoever knows me I love all you

guys keep pushing. Stay gay and keep your head up 

     ~ EZ | NM0065 | SCI Albion

I wanna give a shoutout to my lovely trans wife “J-Lynn Simmons.” I am her happily married

husband who loves and supports her in every way. She is a shining star in our LGBT

community and I’m proud to be her man. I have her name tattooed on my chest and we’ve

exchanged rings and love. From J-Lynn’s loving husband,

     ~ James “Shelby” Grimm | MX1170

We should all take a moment to reflect upon the reality of  where we are in prison folks! No

matter how much we may wish to be elsewhere, at the end of  the day we are in prison, not

some college campus or vacation resort, and prison is filled with many people who carry within

themselves the heavy weight of  unresolved past traumas. Our community is no exception to

this fact. Many of  us in our community still suffer from emotional wounds inflicted upon us in

the past. Many of  us have been abused in the worst ways by the very people who are supposed

to love and care for us most. Many of  us have been betrayed and abandoned by the people

closest to us over and over again. Try as we might, for whatever reasons, many of  us are unable

to move past the mental and emotional pain caused by these realities. Many of  us carry our

traumas the best way we know how and sometimes our very best is not enough to prevent our

traumas from manifesting in the wrong ways, both toward ourselves and others. I’m humbly

asking our community to keep these things in mind when dealing with each other. Even more,

if  I’ve ever been the cause of  opening old wounds or inflicting new ones upon anyone, please

forgive me. The demons I struggle with on a daily basis are very real. I swear, sure as my eyes

are blue, I be intending well…. #HonestyAlways.

     ~ Jesse James A.K.A. Ms. Kisses | SCI Albion RHU pending transfer | #HU3831 
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Shout out to my family at Forest. Momma Ty,

Lexi, Teacup, Sydney, Emmi, JB, Ed, Mal, Tone,

Mark, Pluk, Run keep your head up I miss and

love you. You’ll get back with me to my family

at Somerset. Lola Blue, Brittney, Jammie,

GeGe, miss you all much love CR, NIR keep

your head get with me. Coal Township the

whole family here much love. Ms Mariah Lee

what’s up miss you lil crazy ass you know how

to get in touch. To my homie Savage wherever

you at get up with me to Auntie Munta. Miss

you so much get with me and last but much

This is Knowledge checking in with the fam. I lost family that was close to me these past 3

years: my grandma, mom and now sister. She passed away last month on the 3rd. I see parole

for the 2nd time again in May. The first time I got an 8 month hit, that’s crazy right. 

love, loyalty and respect to Ms Kelly, Ms D, and LC wherever you are I love all 3 of  you!!! Keep

safe and get with me soon. 

     ~ Knowledge/Reginald Thomas | GH0074 | Coal Township

Hey family. I want to start by sayin R.I.P to my big sister Dee, We at Benner Call her Momma

Dee. When she came from Houtzdate to Benner, We met in the big yard and right away We hit

it off. We became Sisters. Some of  yall may remember her when she was at Houtzdale, she was

with her lover Skillz. She told me that she didn't want to die in prison. I'm glad she didn't, she

passed in the hospital. She was so funny, so outgoin, so lovin, so positive, but if  u tried her she

would get u straight. We had SO much fun together. I will always keep her alive as long as I live.

RIP Big Sis

I'm blessed with a Gift for those who don't know me. I am a Psychic Medium, and yes I'm the

real deal. I would like to try something new, I'm not sure if  it can work. Every Inmate and Staff

that I read was in front of  me and I read a lot of  Inmates and Staff. I want to try to give yall

who want a free reading, send me ur full name (first, last and middle) and if  u can send me a

picture of  you, I'll do my thing. I’ll let yous know what comes up. I'm only doin this free for the

HOAW Community. Remember I Can't guarantee anything. This is a trial. 

To my transmen, love y'all. And shout out to Nyght, love u, Munta, Ashley miss u too, KC,

Spade, Nise, Charli love u sis, Pele, Brittany, to all the real mans bein’ real things, much love to

yall and to everyone here at Greene. 

     ~ Rosie Lis Love | Nelson Vazquez | KH0073 | SCI Greene
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Dear Hearts on a Wire: it's been a minute since I wrote something. 

To Kaylee: girl you have such beautiful hair, easy to braid unlike mine. I love you my sister. 

To my love, my soulmate: I miss you. Without you I'm a mess. No one else in this world makes

me really happy, when I'm with you all of  my sadness is dissipated. You are my light in this very

dark world. It took a long while to trust you but my trust in you is stronger than ever. You've

changed my life in the best way possible, I love you Honey Bunny always and forever for as

long as we both shall live. 

Nino: my little big brother cuz you're shorter than me, lol! You will always be my hermano no

matter what. And I will always be tu hermana. 

Nice: keep your behind out of  trouble little brother. 

Brittany: behave out there. Remember I will always know if  you're doing anything bad. Tell

Wolf  I said may we meet again in the halls of  the gods. He'll know what I mean. 

Eli: I miss your behind, always messing with me and whatnot little brother. 

George Stroll (HBIC): you are the House Mother of  CA so hello there. Lol! Queen Mother,

Tennessee, Alex, Paul, Eddie, Mofo, Ker, K, Brandon, Nicole, Mikey Flowers, Slim, anyone else

I left out: Y'all are my family. See you on the flip side. 

Love to all my Hermanos y Hermanas and te amo mi corazon. Strength to keep fighting and

living, till next time 

     ~ Kaitlin “Kit Kat” Santos | LJ0183 | SCI Houtzdale

Brianna Redmond @ SCI Phoenix
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N. CALHOUNE

CJ-QQ | Dallas

I haven't felt like this in years

You got me looking all weird 

Staring off into space 

While remembering your beautiful face 

That cute smile 

That I can see from a mile 

Away but I'd rather stay 

Somewhere close 

So I can get to know 

You better 

Because even FWB could last forever 

I got to figure out a way 

To say how I feel about you before it's too late 

Because if I continue to wait 

I'm going to lose out 

I just can't get the right words to come out of my

mouth 

Surprisingly but 

I'm guessing it wasn't meant to be 

Because I just found out you're about to leave

Damn I hope we meet again

I'm definitely going to remember you, so until then 

Keep your head up, Cheeks tight 

Everything's going to be all right

Shout out to my Queen Ms. Joneisha, who just celebrated her birthday y’all. Shout out to Jodie,

Kaylee, Nicole (I think I accidentally ripped your commy bag @ work today that's why there

was 2 bags on it) Makayla, I don’t really talk to you but I see you around. Kaitlyn need you to

do my hair this summer. Brittany hope you’re OK. Ninoe, George and Eli you know I holla

every time I see yall. Jonesy gym is the highlight of  my days. Hope y’all get treated respectfully

if  you in a relationship. Queens were looking fabulous for photos this month. Can't forget

about the best legalist in here Indya. Sorry I ain't been to library lately. 

     ~ Jay | QP2830 | SCI Houtzdale 

Priscilla: I love your put on about

coming together to stop prejudice,

discrimination and violence, respect

to that. 

Shoutout to lil Big Sis tiff, love you

to death, your lil Big Bro Tone

Tone love the one you put in our

pain Mommy and Daddy. Deep on

respect. 

Shouts to hid, tin, Pack, C.R., Miley

S. Diamond, Sparrow, tiff, Omar,

Mariah, Knowledge, tone, Price,

Justin, Piccolo, all the others I

didn’t put down here, you know

who you are and last to Anistasia, I

am on the west side so you know,

hope to still be here in the summer

so I thought you should know. Yo

to big Daddy Big Foot.

     ~ Tone Tone | SCI Forest
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Brittney Rose Werner. B.A.D. you’re gods gift to me and I miss you so Damn much there is

not a day I don’t think about you. I’m on a constant loop, you're always on my mind. I had a

dream about you. I got to hear your voice and it was so comforting. Baby I won my lawsuit

that Sgt got 2 years probation. I’m waiting for the civil court to grant my default judgement. It

was entered on 10/25/2024 and I won. Baby, I’m a level 3. I see parole. I'm trying for 2026 so

I can pick you up. I love you. I'll have a place for you and I. I’ll buy you a car so you can visit

New Orleans and Vegas to see your sister. I love you. I hope to see you soon. Shoutout to

Tank. To the natives in SCI Houtzdale I’m the fire keeper and leader of  SCI Greene Hoop, we

started with two now we have thirteen men and women. Shoutout to Mir of  Houtzdale.

Chino, Eddie, to the kings and all who knew me SCI Greene is OK but I rather be in

Camphill close to home. I lost my dad this year. For those who lost loved ones, grieve, but I

hope that you celebrate their memories because it makes those loved ones’ memories worth it,

and makes you stronger. Queens keep it extremely unapologetic. Kings remember we’re true

warriors, and the others are soldiers. 

      ~ Polo Da Warrior | LG1134 | SCI Greene

I am sending special lyrics to a very special companion in this life, I hope she understands my

craziness as she claims she does. I also have a shout TO: Indya 1st, 2nd Glasses, 3rd Stein, 4th

to DIVINE BEING AKA BONNY! Last shout out to RARI, u asked me to B A LION and

support trans women 5 years ago. I picked 1 to support indefinitely. LION (I) (B) but

Radioactive is my level now. God raps upon 7, cypher’s up every thing A’must doe. No hatred

flows, we better than that. I gave her DA SEKHMET title. My lioness was 1 lioness. No need

4 many. Hit me up doe!

     ~ Darrel Maxwell | JX9638 | Houtzdale 

SHOUT OUT TO ALL THE BEAUTIFUL LADIES HERE AT ALBION- B, CHINO, DORIAN,

BAM BAM, B-O-B, JESSIE JUST TRANSFERRED - PERIOD! KAY THE BEAUTIFUL BLACK

MADONNA! MICAH LOVE YOU SWEET PEA! CLAIRE, KELLEY, SIOBHAN, RYDER, EDDIE

TRANSFERRED TOO. IKE... SORRY - NOT SORRY - THAT'S THE HAND YOU DEALT

YOURSELF - I HAVE TO TAKE CARE OF ME. DADDY TANK ESQUIRE OKAY! I SEE YOU!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVE & STANDING AT THE GATE 24/7 LMFAO! YOU'RE THE

SWEETEST MAN & I SEND A LOVE FILLED KISS! MWAH! LITTLEFOOT LOVE YOU BOO

BEAR! DALLAS XOXO! DJ YOU'RE AWESOME! ANYONE ELSE - I LOVE YOU NIKKI AT

FOREST - BAD B CLUB!. - PAT THE SEW IN! DAYNA BEST OF LUCK! DORIAN @ MERCER I

SEND MY LOVE! KEEP ALL YOUR HEADS UP & BE SAFE! TAKE CARE OF ONE

ANOTHER ALL FOR ONE & ONE FOR ALL 

      ~ MADDIE SHE/HER
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EMOTIONS

Kaitlyn Mae Santos

Emotions, is it real,

or a construct.

What I feel

Is it programmed.

Love is that real

Is this what I feel,

Memories on a reel

Emotions on a Spin Wheel.

I’m still slightly detached

when the same or opposite attract.

I can’t react

Do I back track

Emotions, should I detach?

Should I reattach?

What am I feeling?

Is it real

Or surreal.

I’m stuck in the Matrix,

reliving the same nightmare

which scares me

Emotions in check

Not really.

What I feel

is it real

or just my imagination

Emotions, is it real,

or a construct.

Today (1/27/2025) is the 3 year anniversary of  my dad’s passing. I wish I could have him back.

Keep your head & hearts Held High. I'm okay besides being in the RHU. The sergeant lying

saying he was assaulted, I have the reels to show assault on me. They took my statement and I

talked to the jail captain of  security, waiting to hear and I got in contact with Legal Services

‘bout a lawsuit. To Tiffany & Omar hope all is well for you both! 

Princess, I like the way you put that if  we act like

most of  these people in population how can we

say we are a community. I’m proud of  you for

voicing that. To all if  you are the Princess here at

Forest I’m sorry that we never got to talk but you

are right about how we should treat eachother. 

To t-cup, Tiffany, Mariah, Miley, Syd, Ty, and

anyone else I forgot Keep it real. To my brothers

Savage, Ed, Cady, Daimond, and others stay cool

and sucker free. To all my community respect to

you and to those i don’t know respect to you as

well. 

     ~ Tone Tone | SCI Forest

Shoutout to the Trans Community. Saying Hello

to my wonderful mother Miley S. Diamond. Miss

you. Hello to Air at Phoenix.

 

     ~ Ms. Tay | SCI Greene

Well my tall blond bubbly Taz I miss you and I

ok. I’m staying low love you, Hey ash how you,

coal sucks I miss yall and hope all is well. I’m on

the snu and it’s really sad how these C.O.s talk to

some of  us other than that I’m cooling. 

Love, 

     ~ Athena/Shay

QP7398 | SCI Coal Township
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I have not wrote in a while and I wanted to say thank you for being a family to all of  us locked

up. Some of  us don’t have anyone out there on the streets because our family has past on and

walking with our Lord and Savior. Since I been locked up I lost all my family. Others live on

but no contact with me. So people like me only claims family to us, Hearts on A Wire is my

main family.

The last time I wrote I was sending shoutouts to my Husband. Sadly to say he went home May

2024 and I have not heard from him in damn near a year. Why can’t people tell the ones that

they are with it is over. “DO NOT Lead them ON.” Leading us Queens on like that really does

hurt and makes it Hard to trust another person. Be a man and tell us that it is over just don’t

lead us on like that. It is already hard enough for us trans girls to find a friend, relationship or

true love, without being hurt by another person. Can we just have respect for each other? Shout

out to Miss K, Tiff, 5 cent, Teacup, Emmy, and all the others here at Forest. 

Love you all sisters, brothers. HOAW I mean this from my heart Love you all.

     ~ Sarah | SCI Forest

My momma always said be careful talkin’ to strangers because you may just fall in love damn

she was right! When my husband first walked into the room and we got lost in each others eyes

for a moment, I knew the beautiful sparkle in his eyes was something I wanted to see the rest

of  my life. So each day I found myself  looking for it. To my surprise he was looking for it too.

He has showed me loyalty, respect and always reminds me I’m beautiful and come to find out

my family loves him just as much as I do. I love you Ikey Poo Logue. Baby you never let my

tears hit the ground because u are always there to catch them. I also want to shout out those

that has impacted my life in some way. YumYum, Little Foot, lil Kim, Jesse James, Chino,

thanks to each and every one of  you for being such amazing beautiful people. Yum Yum you

always made me feel welcome. Chino thanks for our moment in the dayroom crying as if  no

one was watching. Little Foot you have always been so kind hearted to me. Jesse James you

always made me feel safe and helped me and Ike get to the amazing place we are. LiL Kim you

always reminded me how beautiful I am.

     ~ Miss Bee | QP3237 | SCI Albion

I want to say sorry to every1, I’ve had a serious family situation goin’ on which caused me to go

back in 2 my zone (darkness) but I kinda thought throughout da weeks of  not eatin, takin my

meds that I was only hurting myself  n I’m trying not 2 think negative but it’s hard 2 find

support 4 ppl 2 talk 2 so I just stay 2 myself. Well n-e-who I want 2 give shoutouts 2 (Miller,

Kelly, Kim, Shay) SCI Albion, you know who I am lol :) shouts 2 the HOAW outside members

who put this publication together 4 us, I have sum info 4 the whole LGBTQ community n if

you need sum pls do let me know. I love ya all, p.s. J block @ SCI Albion is super wicked!

     ~ Prettyboi Jay
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Hello beautiful family!!! Unfortunately I’d love to start out on a positive note but I wanna use

this moment to inform everyone in this amazing family that we recently lost one of  our

beloved sisters and my Mother In Law. “Dee” or “Mama Dee” went home to be with the Lord

on 1/11/25. For me and a few others who hung out with her every single day we will miss her

dearly and will carry her memories forever. Please pray for the Perkins family and everyone she

called family. R.I.P. Mama Dee!!! I wanna give a special shout out to the one and only star in

my sky; K.C. Sweetheart no matter how many dark days we have you are the brightest light in

my life. Without you I’d be lost. I appreciate and love you SO much sweetie! You truly are the

greatest thing that has ever happened to me. I know at times I’m a lot to deal with and I’m

sorry. For doing so I wanna thank you for your love and support. We have and will always have

Bulletproof  love baby! I love you T.T.M.A.B.!!! Shout out to the rest of  my family J-Dizzle

(J.D.), Nice, MAR, Cork, Jameel, Rosie Lis Love, Lisa, Knight, Ashley, Cherry Red, O-zone,

Miller, Platinum Hoodie, Kev, Gumby, Miley, Puck, Nikki, and anyone else I missed! To the

rest of  the Kings and Queens of  HOAW @ SCI Benner and all over the world, Peace and

Blessings to you all!!! Stay strong and unite as one under one flag #PrideFlag!

     ~ Spade | SCI Benner

The Awakening: I sit here in this lonely cell missing home, stripped of  my pride, thought I had

the world in my hands. Instead I was living one big lie broken– depressed– lost– alone–

unwanted– desperation. I cried out been down 2½ yrs now I cried to God but yet no reply just

denied– I tried to change my life + ways and my heart to make it in the cold world we all

among I still look to the sky for answers forgiveness. But here I now look at the pool of  tears I

shed over the years now drowning in my own pain– hurt– mistake I’m the creator of  my own

bed I lay upon– Thought my life was going easy and well on the streets of  Patton PA back

home where I belong until the devil whispered in my ear his game to play for the game led me

to this prison I do time upon but that nothing compared to the hell + life I loved in my 34 yrs

as a kid till now a life I put upon no one from raped to beat abused by one man I hope to one

day see only to get the answer I live to know is why me + my family as my heart is breaking

and yet very strong to hold and carry all the weight I know deeds in my life will be written in

red only to know answer came to me on things I’ve dream to know but my life and more. Here

I’m on my knees the life I lived is over a new man comes to life lord my savior I ask to redeem

me of  all evil in my way into a new life that is awakening never looking back at what was and

will never taken me for I fully awakening. My road to freedom starts now!! 

      ~ Billie Boring | QQ048 | SCI Forest
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PRISON STAY

Swing | MY1504 | SCI Albion 

Everyday I feel regret for all the mistakes that I have made

But I know that I broke some rules, the law I’ve disobeyed.

Which led to my incarceration and punishment for my way

Now sitting back to think things through during this Prison Stay.

A moment does not pass me by and I use this time to change

For upon my release I know that some things will seem strange.

The days are hard yet mundane, The years slowly drifting by

Hours upon hours I question the things I’ve done and why. 

Making mistakes is truly just a natural part of human life

Yet I’d never wish on anyone all of this pain and strife.

Personally I can't change the past, but from here I can start anew

Careful in the words I say and cautious in the things I do.

See there will come the day when I will once again be free 

Knowing the new way I’ll be living the world will open up for me.

In the end I will possess the knowledge to do all that is right

Never forgetting where I’ve been, Always keeping up the fight.

Remembering is order to survive I need to stand tall and strong

Cause I believe things can change whether my stay is short or long.

Graciously I can say that prison has truly changed me from within

On how I just can’t wait for my new life out there to begin. 

Tomorrow’s never promised so I live one day at a time

Always having hope that people will look past my sin and crime.

Doing everything I can so that I may reach that Special Place

Where I can forever go through life with a smile upon my face.

My FTM Journey: Part 1

Hello HOAW family! I am writing to address the convoluted system in place for incarcerated

individuals to address hormone therapy. I have been on “the list” to be evaluated for

treatment for almost two years. I have received constant brick walls and obstacles. No one

wants to help or even inform you about the process. Let alone try and support you. As of

today, my psychologist said I will be getting my gender dysphoria evaluation on February

twenty-first. Everyone is saying not to get my hopes up. They say “your mental health will bar

you,” “you’re way too young,” “you’re going to have to really sell your dysphoria.” I have

struggled with GD my entire life. It’s not getting any easier. To be frank, I am expecting to be

denied. Denied the right to be myself. Fuck this system! 

     ~ Caspian Miller | PD9366 | SCI Muncy

LETTERS & LOVE
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Dear Fam,

I’m right now (2-2-25) regular phase 3 but I should/possibly be phase 2 on 2-11-25. I also got a

job as a block worker. Whenever I get phase 2 I got 75 more days til possible phase 1 which

means general population, yeah! So Tank I wanna tell you good luck with your legal work. I

kinda took a pause on mine. It’s not that I don’t want to protect my rights cause believe me I’m

gong ho on constitutional rights. But sometimes you gotta stop and look at the world around

you. People in Forest you know who you are, I wanted to say “hey.” Also C.C. from Forest’s

HMU I hope you can come here too. I may not know you or remember you due to my head

being cracked open (attempted) by seizures and guards, but it’ll be nice to have another fellow

sister. I will also admit when you used my full name I immediately thought “I’m in trouble” or

“what now.” It was like a parent getting ready to scold the child about their behaviors. I was

about to hide in my closet, not the one we all come out of. People in Benner same as people in

Forest: hey. Stephanie and Heather I miss our walks, but that’s my fault for acting like a fool.

Rose and Miley at Greene I miss you guys, both of  you helped me out a lot. I hope they’re

treating everyone good over there. Ms. Cree I always keep my head up but I’m definitely going

to pop it’s just the when. I stopped my stupid stuff. I’d also like to meet all the girls out there.

Ms. Hull keeps saying you guys want me out there. To W.F. I want to say thanks for writing to

me or mentioning me in issue 39. It was kind of  you. It touched my heart that day when I was

kinda down and after I calmed down and read your shoutout it lifted me up. So thanks again it

helped me A LOT <3 I’ll also let Ms. Hull know if  anyone within the community wants to

know how I’m doing to let them know. They’re talking about letting me go to the trans group

out in pop on phase 2 and 1 possibly. That’s if  they stick to the current plan. This world and

prison system is crazy I will say that. Between our president and certain people it makes me

wanna stay inside my cell. There was one time when I was doing dumb stuff  a person at the

local hospital said something due to what a guard said to them. I wanted to do two things: 1)

snap and 2) reeducate them. But someone once told me in a group that “you can’t teach a pig

to sing” which is corny but right. You can’t enforce your opinions or beliefs on to someone no

matter what. My step mom aka my mom told me even if  you believe your opinion is right every

person is allowed their opinion even if  it hurts you. My thinking is she’s right but it shows who

or what that person is about or thinking. P.S. Does anyone ever rewrite their shoutouts like 2 or

3 times? I feel like I’m updating my Facebook LOL

      ~ Whittany | BMU SCI Rockview | QH2193
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Hey family, it’s your girl Angela B. How are my brothers and sisters holding up? As for me, the

holidays are mostly lonely and rough. But nevertheless I’m gonna stay strong and push thru it.

I’m still fighting my case and boy do the courts play games, but hopefully I come out

victorious. I just wanna go home and enjoy life. Sometimes I just wanna give up and just wait

til my minimum, but that’s 2037! But I have to continue to fight until I get my freedom back.

I’m almost 50 yrs old and don’t wanna die in prison, that won’t become my legacy. I wish that

we had girls like Ms. Indya the law clerk at my facility, to help us fight. But anyway your girl

might be going back down Phoenix for an evidentiary hearing, hopefully soon. I have to get

outta here and continue to fight for the very rights they are trying to take from us. Donald

Trump is trying to undo the very policies that were put in place to protect us. I wanna be on

the front lines, fighting for everything that being trans means. I love my brothers and sisters

along with our community as a whole. To all of  my brothers out there, y’all have to take a

stand and fight for us ladies. And ladies we have to have our brother back. It’s gonna get rough

and we’ve gotta stand 10 toe strong, in love and unity.

There is a cure for being mistreated by the DOC staff  and guys that don’t understand us. The

cure is to get out and stay out! And the best way of  getting revenge is to live good! I have a

question for my sisters that have gotten released a whole different person. As in coming to

prison flat chested Mike and leaving as a C-cup woman by the name Mikayla? I’m not gonna

lie, I’m terrified. Most of  my family have turned their backs on me, because of  who I now am.

Even though I finally am happy and love who I’ve came to be. I sometimes sympathize with

the pain I’ve caused them. My brother said I can accept you being a joint, but the tits and

make-up, he can’t deal with. I love my brother, but this is who I am and have always been, but I

was lying to myself. I was basically in a prison mentally in my head and had no idea. Now I just

feel so free, but what about when it’s time to get released from the D.O.C? What does a girl do? 

Shout out to the boy Indy, yeah I like you but I respect that you’re in a relationship and I’m

truly happy for you. Family I need some feedback from the most ridiculous comments I heard

a couple days ago. It was said that, if you become trans in prison that you’re not really trans or

you don’t count! That’s so absurd. Most of us come from different backgrounds and knew

from childhood that our body and brain weren’t identical matches and had to suffer in it. So

now that we have a say and a means to match the body with the brain in a way that makes you

truly love yourself. Now I’m not real enough? “Wow”. I love waking up and seeing myself in

the mirror. I’m sexy as fuck with a banging body, I hear it every day all day. And I believe it

too. Before coming to prison I was lost, but now I’ve found the real me and love who I’ve

grown to become. My “friend” calls me triple “C’s” (cocky, confident, and conceited)

However, I do look good, but never ever conceited (LOL). Ladies don’t let nobody feed you

any bullshit. Be true to who you are. Shout out to all my beautiful Trans brothers and sisters I

love y’all! Your Sis,

      ~ Angela B | KV9451 | SCI Mahanoy
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♡♡From the desk of  Ms. Ashley Horan AKA: Princess♡♡

Let’s all speak about the elephant in the room. So the Jackass. lol. Really the democratic party is

out of  office. I am afraid of  what the next four years will hold. Being trans feels like myself  &

others like me could be attacked by my own government at any time. With Trump in office &

all his cronies in power. “Desantis in FL.” Human rights are at the bottom of  the list. Will my

medications even still be covered in another year?? It is my opinion that Trump has a grand

plan for this country & it’s simple. Put the women back in the kitchens. The gays back in their

closets. The Hispanic population back over the border. But most important of  all put all the

power back into the hands of  the far right. The racist and republican party. I know a lot of  you

share my fears. Look at what he did with his last four years. And the end of  those 4 years was

an insurrection. All I can say to those of  you with the right to vote is this.

What have you done? 

       ~ Ashley Horan | GZ4476 | SCI Mahanoy

First off  to any of  the girls at SCI Forest please tell Wheeler I said hi and that I hope he’s

doing alright, and I hope to see him again the next time we have court. I believe he works in

the library! Second to everyone I met at SCI Benner a few months ago, I miss you guys, you all

made me feel so welcome. I should be coming back for a lil sometime this spring or early

summer! Third thing shoutout to Derek for loving me so much! I’m really glad I have you in

my life. Also Randy congrats on subscribing. Lastly Josh Yerbles I really miss you and hope you

see this.

       ~ Kaylee | QP7165 | SCI Houtzdale

Dear Heart on the Wire

I’ve been part of  Hearts on the Wire for over 9 years now I’m back in prison at coal township

and am dealing with an issue. I was in my transgender community meeting and the deputy

warden keep questioning me about my gender for 20 minutes. And now it has me in a deep

depression. It took me years to be open about myself  and now I question if  it was the best to

have kept that I’m a woman to myself  because I’m so depressed it hurt me like hell about the

way he questioned me over and over. Reading Hearts on the Wire has helped me a lot it let me

know that I’m not alone, I have a family I can write to. I’m back on a PV for being homeless it

sucks and hurts. My mom may pass while I’m in here so if  anyone shares my feelings please

help.

     ~ Hayley Manetti | QQ6785 | SCI Coal Township
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MOTIVATED 2025

Brandon L. Williams

If you wish to frustrate 

The Majority– 

Question their authority.

If They wish to motivate 

us minorities– 

Question our humanity. 

Dear Fam, it’s a New Year, Trump been in office a week, it’s disturbing, specially the DEI

thing. Diversity is important and he is ruining that. It just makes me angry, we all need to stay

strong. I previously wrote about my group I’m starting. I need people to join my cause so we

can make things really great. If  you have ways to write me or email me, please do. I ain’t

holding back anymore. News from me: I’m finally in CI plant making shirts. Y’all getting new

shirts, I’m doing your collars lol. I’m eligible to get transferred out of  this shit hole in April.

I’m thinking Mahanoy or Coal, idk, how is it in those places? Little shoutouts: Tylin, I miss you,

I still haven’t stopped loving you. Jacinda, big sis: did you get my letter? Where did you land? I

love you. Torrie lil sis: I miss you so much, I hope you’re ok. Michael P @ Phoenix: still got

your pic hanging up, I miss your sexy ass. Everyone I was wit at Rockview: Buckshot, the girls,

etc wazup! Twin homie: sorry I shoulda talked to you more, where you at? Anyone here at

Hunt: what’s up, keep your head up. Anyone else: keep it sexy, be true to yourself, if  no one

like u for u, fuck them. <3 always, 

     ~ HAZE aka Christian Gouse QP8711 | Huntingdon

I’d like to take time to shout out my home of  Patton, PA, my mom Darliene, the lady that

made this man today. I’d also love to thank people in Forest for holding me up and keeping me

in line, 1st my baby William D., he bring the best out of  me and is so sweet, IDC what people

say about us, it’s our life to live. Next is JoJo, Nate, Ryan Redneck, Will, Fry, Francis, Cowboy,

Ron Payne and many others on HA in Forest. If  I forget names I’m sorry but y’all in my heart,

know it, embrace it. I thank all that know me and that don’t for helping me find the old me and

make him new. Thanks and God bless. Always,

     ~ Dusty Valentine aka William Boring | QQ0481 | SCI Forest

Dear HOAW,

Shoutout to Jesse James @ Albion, bro I miss you and

love ya bro, I am sending some clown love to all the

ninjas that are in our family, and yes we need to build

up each other instead of  tearing each other down. Even

though I am not with anyone now I am waiting for the

right one to want me for me and no changing who I

am. Much love and be safe and help each other with

any problems.

     ~ Joker AKA Curtis Foose

JU2418 | SCI Mahanoy
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Just got my first issue, the last one was loaned to me, so thank you for adding me to the mailing

list! It seems like so long ago since I sent my first letter in, but I’ve had a huge awakening in

terms of  my self  confidence. While I’m only in the beginning phases of  this journey, I’ve

honestly never been happier. I find myself  smiling more and looking forward to what is to

come rather than dreading it. Sadly, the person who was with me at the start of  my journey

turned out to not be who they presented themself  as. As much as it hurt, the experience has

made me stronger.

A lot of  submissions from those at Forest talk about our community’s lack of  unity and sadly

I’d have to agree. We are already targeted by inmates and staff  because of  who we are and who

we love, so why are we further dividing ourselves with gossip, rumors, and sometimes outright

hate for each other? We have enough of  that from the outside, we don’t need it from within.

One thing I’m struggling with is telling my family about who I am now. Is there any advice that

the community can give for this? Obviously it is shocking news and I don’t want to invalidate

their feelings, but I’m worried about potential rejection.

Lastly I’d like to shout out Tiffany Epiphany Jackson, while we have never met since you are on

the other side, I am sorry to hear what happened to you, and I want you to know you have an

ally in me if  we ever do meet. Till next time everyone!

     ~ Elli | Edward Bacon QQ2027| SCI Forest

I just want to say that I love my girl and my man beyond what words can describe. Y’all don’t

know it but I’ve been thinkin ‘bout bad shit for a while now, sorry for being so emotionless and

quiet. Between my z code, lack of  transition, Trump and family in poor health…I be wanting to

give up. But y’all take it in stride and find a way to make me smile. I’m so grateful for you two.

I’m blessed.

To GiGi: Isn’t it crazy you landed on my block in my jail? Bout time I get a real gangsta bitch in

my circle.

To my newest girlfriend, I won’t name you, but I love you as well. You stalked me forever, like,

why you wait so long? I know you don’t wanna be outed so, if  you send me what you want to

say, I’ll mail it for you. You have a voice. You should use it. Living in fear is no way to live. I

speak from experience. I think you should grab you lady nuts, flip the bird and state who you

are. Like the certified gangsta I know you to be. Songs: “Quickie” by Moneybagg Yo; “No

Ordinary Love” by Sade; “Yen” by slipknot and “Hunting” by Albee Al. Love,

     ~ Munta aka Moon | Shawn Simms JP4037 | SCI Benner
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The past year has been the worst one yet. But I’ve been getting through it with the help of

Rosie Lis Love. Thank you so much for being here with me. I’d like to send a shoutout to all

my sisters at Greene. I wish I could meet you all. Oh and I guess I’ll send a shoutout to Polo

(lol). On a serious note, I am very worried about what the orange monster is going to try to do

to us. He has few checks and balances that stand in his way. I feel powerless and frightened, but

I’m not going to lie down and whimper. I’m going to stand and fight back. I’m taking back my

power!

     ~ J. Charli K. | SCI Greene

DIFFERENCE

Indya

[Hook]

I ain't that, that ain't this no comparison 

Need a kick starter broke down that's embarrassing, 

Don't pop shit then be actin' like you're innocent, 

Even if they blind they can tell there's a difference,

[Verse]

Christmas I'm on every niggas wish list, 

'nother year still ain't make it on they hit list,

Line us up Imma always be the top pick, 

Pride for a King inspiration for the popped chicks,

Got it all make 'em wanna level up,

Stay Big Madd but they heard I like to knuck,

Just walked by and the couples feel the crush,

Got 'em bustin out his browns

shorty creamin' in her tuck,

Pause... Fat Butt got 'em stuck, 

Sashay poked out like a duck, 

Talk real tough make him tap when I buck, 

Squeeze tight milkin' every drop I'm a lush, 

Priceless never bought never sold, 

Make 'em wonder if I got a cheat code, 

Too much booty never fit in a mold,

If HEARTS made a 'zine I would be they center fold.

Hi, My birthday is in less than 6

months. February 9th will be 5

months until my 34th birthday.

February 2nd will be 7 months until

my Max Date, September 2nd. 

I would like to give some shoutouts

to the following sisters and brothers

at SCI Mahanoy. Taz: hey; Mariah:

you may not know me but I was on

AB at SCI Mahanoy. Alexis: what is

going on? Lil mama: Hey sis! How

are you? Csonka: Hey! To

whomever I did not mention, keep

your heads up and out of  trouble.

     ~ Tiffany Alissa Bradbury

I would like to give a shout out to

timber I want to let you know I love

you more than you can imagine. I’m

getting transferred and I want to

give a shoutout to everyone at

Mahanoy and timber my min is

2027 my max is 2035. You’re always

on my mind I love you so much I’m

going to go for now until next time

      ~ Gator Tyler

NP5906 | SCI Camphill
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Yep! Me again. Need’n to say hello to all in the community! Even more love to Mariah here at

Mahanoy. I miss you sis. Please, always be true to yourself ! That, and your “hot” looks make

you Mariah. You have what they don’t. And your heart is true. Ash, your sex appeal and style

are all your own, never question your beauty. You are as perfect as you need to be. Dawn, you

are the girl that made me question if  I wanted girls, or boys, or both. I’ve come to realize

“Bitches be crazy!” and I plan on lusting on ya’all from afar! GIVE ME THE BOYS!

GiGi, sorry for cruising out on you. I lost my mind a little. Killing isn’t a way to think. I’m

better in the RHU than anywhere!   Little Gold Tooth Tone. I needed someone like that, like

myself, thinks of  the other first. You ain’t him. Roux, same to you. You can’t have someone

special in your life, when you believe that you are the only special person in the world. And

toughen up will you!? Later!

     ~ Sage Nicole Graham | JA0849 | SCI Mahanoy 

Peace!  It’s important for me to know of  people out there that need to connect because we live

in an environment that was created to “OPPRESS” us all. The “title” given to us is “Prisoner,”

“Convict,” “Inmate,” and until we all realize this, we will continue to be “OPPRESSED” by

“OUR common ENEMY!”  So to all my “SISTERS” and “BROTHERS” out there, I’m

thankful that I have the ability to read about you all and please know that I’m there for all of

yall! Remain PEACEFUL, STRONG, FOCUSED, and TRUE TO ONESELF. Be dedicated to

GROWTH. PEACE,

P.S. I give a holla to all of  Houtzdale, especially the following: KK, Scim, Indya, Makayla,

Nichole, Bone, Floyd, Roze, Nino, George, Eli, Brittany, Nikki, Lite. I thank all of  yall for

being a part of  my journey! 

     ~ Randy | GS5782 | SCI Houtzdale

I’m just sending my love to all the LGBTQ+ community throughout the PADOC. Y’all are

never forgotten and the love I have for all my community gets stronger as each day goes by.

Always stay positive and remember there is hope on the other side. I just want to give a shout

out to a couple @ SCI Forest with me: Sydney, ED, Kidd, Emi, Tone, Gumby, $pazz and Puck.

My love and gratitude for y’all never ends and only gets stronger. Also, Brittany Rose Marie @

SCI Houtzdale, you was amazing in more ways than one. LOL. If  you don’t remember me, I

was with you in SCI Houtzdale on F-Block. I’ll try to send you a letter soon. Stay in touch

when you go home. I’ll end by saying much love and respect to all the LGBTQ+ community

that are behind the wall. Keep y’all head up high. 

     ~ Jesse Blake | NY7077 | SCI Forest
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Please allow me to express my appreciation to the many friends and La Familia who I have

been blessed to meet while visiting Benner. There are so many talented, unique, and loving

sistas along with our brothers who are not afraid to defend and support our community.

Regardless of  the mistreatment, oppression, disrespect, and belittling that goes on from  staff,

our community remains PRIDE STRONG! I am proud of  our resilience.

I am honored to use this HOAW platform to announce that I have been in the SL5HU/RHU

under Admin 802 since December 1st waiting for either parole or transfer to the next facility...

Phoenix? Houtzdale? Dallas? Albion? Rockview? Mahanoy? Where will ya Light Bright

Caramel goddess land next? Regardless, I am super excited and look forward to a new and

next chapter of  this journey. I should be out by March or April.

I mustn't forget to send a huge kiss and lots of  hugs to my BooBoo Bear Corky. You are my

King and my world. You helped me through alot especially through my hard times here. I

could not be more thankful for the moments we shared. From the candlelight dinner and blue

sharks, to our picnic with our bright LGBTQ+ pride flag on display, the matching emoji

glasses at the concert, and everything in between. You know how to treat a Queen and you

rocked my world. I promise to cherish and love our Corkybear. As soon as our son arrives I'll

send you the pics. To the many family members here at Benner you will not be forgotten. It's

too many of  y'all to list. If  I didn't grab your info, when I get home I'll post some contact

info here on HOAW. I think I wanna start a Only Fans-Prison Edition. Of  course

subscription won't be free. Thank you.

Be blessed, enjoy your LGBTQ+ pride month. and don't forget to turn up this summer. lips

emoji, lipstick emoji, smiling face wink emoji, firework emoji.

       ~ Lipstick Leesa, Miss Miami 305, Mrs. Khashlee "Leesa" Crawford

Kasheyon Lee-Chima | NQ2744 | SCI Benner

A SKITTLES MELODY

Seven Goddess

Masked up; uh-huh; masked up; gat tucked; Gaga; gassed up; finna count these quacks

on this fucking duck; I see they mad but Ion give no fucks; gassed up; masked up; gat

tuck; gaga; gat tucked; finna count these quacks on this fucking duck; I see they mad but

Ion give no fuck…

His ass a rat; now his time up; I caught him snoozing, it’s too good to pass up; now

where he at; he had bad luck; he was the guy’s; now it’s too much bad blood; doing hits

we use the drone to size em up; I hit the switch; soon as I popped up out the cut; it’s

DOA; scope on that ARP; he got his from a block away; make a call ta the 44, $ EBK; you

know they snakes and traps; but bro nem drop the rakes; you don’t wanna die out here

in these streets so play it safe; gone get put up; gone run with yo tail tucked…
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It’s your sis DiDi still here @ S.C.I Forest and I know it’s been a little bit since y’all heard from

a BAD bitch but I’m going to be honest I’ve been going through some shit for a while. This

year I broke up with someone who I was in a relationship with for 8 years who at one point in

time I seriously thought was my forever but found I was mistaken. I fell intensely in love with

this guy who I had absolutely no intentions of  falling hard for but unexpectedly did.

Unfortunately time was not on our side. I also found and realized that I seriously need to take

time out for me to love me to check in with me and really take that quality time for myself  and

just take time away from the relationships, the expectations, and the worries. Love will come,

real love, the love you want will come when and if  it’s meant to. I just gotta be with me for a

while and love myself  and stock up on that there self  love is one of  the best kinds of  love, it’s

important and we can’t let ourselves forget that. It’s ok to be alone, it’s ok to not have a man to

complete you and be at your side 24/7, to not have the responsibility of  another to worry

about holding you back or dragging you down unnecessarily. Look, relationships are absolutely

wonderful and more than amazing when it’s with your person, your forever. But it’s even more

beautiful when you really truly take the time out to work on you, to heal and get you right. All

of  our canvases are far from blank but every day we can all agree that we are all each a

beautiful work in progress. I love you all. Dwayne I’m so sorry for everything that happened to

us. We were both at fault. Know that there is no love lost, only to be gained. I will always have

a tremendous amount of  love in my heart for you and will never forget you. Jesse it was nice

while it lasted but unfortunately time was not on our side. But I still truly believe in the good I

see and the person I know you can become. My sister Sydney I truly will love you and miss you

the most and truly hope you find what you are looking for. I absolutely truly wish you nothing

but the best. You are true, you’re kind and genuine and the world needs more of  you Syd-Syd.

This is not the end of  our sisterhood, I will keep in touch. I will love you forever and tell ED I

said he better still be bald. To everyone else here at S.C.I Forest thank-you for the ups &

downs, the highs & lows, the laughter and the love. It’s been real.

P.s. Yaaaas your girl is officially leaving the D.O.C in December to go home. December 18th

baby!!!! In Loving Solidarity, 

     ~ ya sis Didi | LC9687 | SCI Forest
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I want the Native Community to know I am starting a movement called Wonti. It stands for

Warriors of Native Turtle Island. We stand for all Natives Men/Women/Children/TwoSpirit.

We are a movement to make sure the government honors our treaties. I am a warrior. I am

AniyaWivya as the white man calls my Nation (Cherokee). We have no “R” sounds in our

language. I need hard core native men women two spirit all, but understand Turtle Island was

and does belong to the Creator. He gifted this Island to our ancestors. The white man you

know the truth. Just know I need warriors for Wonti. We represent AIM but are not in any

way AIM Native Community. Wonti is responsible for Turtle Island. We accept everyone on

Race, Creed, Sex. You need to have Native lineage in your background. We are not a gang.

We do not stand for anything American. We are for Turtle Island. My name is Laughing Fox.

When I walk out the doors on 10-24-2028 Wonti is activated. Send me your Native names

and if you’re willing to stand for our ancestors send me your info. We do not disrespect any

transwomen we welcome them because they are warriors too. Well they are warriorettes. Hit

me back if you’re really warriors.

To Brittney: Baby I miss you. I want you to know I have your mom’s phone number. I signed

my max-out papers today on 1-24-2025. I max-out 10-24-28 so Brittney please do me one

favor. On 10-24-28 be @ the Pittsburgh train station I need to see you, to hear your voice.

Just know I’m being faithful to you. You're my only babygirl. When you maxout will you

please add me to the kiosk? You know my information. I run the hoop here at SCI Greene.

Baby I’m a Level 3 I had no write ups for a whole year. Thank you for everything Brittney.

Just know can’t nobody love you better than me we are B.A.D. Baby I got B.A.D. tatted. I

love you. I miss you. When I read your shoutout you gave me a jolt of love and strength, I

was feeling like shit again. Thank you. Just know I’ll be looking forward to hearing from you.

Remember B.A.D. we ride together, we stay fly together, we Brittney and Danny forever. I

love you my highness my world baby stay true to B.A.D. Love always your True Husband.

     ~ Laughing Fox | Daniel Werner LG1134 | SCI Greene

Hello to all my trans sisters, shouting to yins all, want to shout out to my trans mom and

wonderful mom Miley, shouting out to Ari, Persephone, Ms. Lindsay, Rebecca Coltfire, Eric

Rudolphn, all those I missed. Happy new year. To my trans mom Miley S. Diamond I very

much miss you and dad. Hope to see you both soon! Shoutout also to those I haven’t met and

the P.A. family and to the whole community.

     ~ Ms. Tay | SCI Greene
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Hi HOAW Fam,

How’s everyone doing? Got my issue and like everyone’s entries. I wanna give a shout-out to

Jesse James from Albion yes Aaron gave me the message. He’s here at Rockview with me.

How ya doing? Keep your head up, Monica, girl I miss you like crazy! I’d love if  we one day

could meet up and chill together. To my girl Jacinda Lee at Albion, how ya doing? I seen you

wrote me a letter but it got taken from staff. Did you write something that it got flagged? Yes

I’d love it if  we could hang out. To my bestie, Maya, hope your feeling well. Don’t overdo it.

Get lots of  rest. Keon Thomas, How ya doing? Where they got you now? So did you ever find

that Queen? Well everyone take care and hope ya’ll keep your head up.

Your sister

     ~ CREE | JM0652 | SCI Rockview 

TIMBER

Timber

Hey I'm Timber and I'm not afraid to play with your wood 

I stood there repping the whores life

most folks can't handle my lifestyle unless they lived it

yes I like to blow a lot of a lot of poles

and stick mine in a lot of holes

but doesn't mean I will lay with just anyone. 

Can't wait for the day

     I won't have to worry about folks watching and judging    

     every pole I take

but for my sake 

I take a lot of cakes 

Men like to see me shake my ass 

maybe if they're nice enough I'll let them feel

it when they pay for the ticket

They can lick my crack

as they hold my sack

I get on my knees to lick their sack

as they whack

my face with their prick

I take their dick

till they feed me their seed

My mouth leaves them all slick 

As they watch my fat ass walk away
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Thank you very much for adding my shout out in your last issue. My friend Indya was all misty

eyed and shit. She was surprised for sure. I have met a lot of  trans men and women and she is

ONE OF ONE, she is a loyal, down ass bitch who rides for her sisters, even when the bitches

don’t deserve it! No matter what she may be going through, she always sets it aside and has an

encouraging word for anyone. 

As for me, I’m doing much better. I recently started talking to the psych here and am starting

the process to restart my hormones!! I am so scared y’all. I have surrounded myself  with the

wrong crowd and peeling off  from them is going to cause some drama. But like my Bitch

Indya says, “what other people think about you is none of  your business, so MIND YOUR

FUCKING BUSINESS!” Then she be saying, “they gonna be mad anyways, why not Super

Size that shit, make ‘em BIG MAD!!!!!” Smooches Ladies and Gents!

     ~ Genesis | SCI Houtzdale

Shout out to my wife Kourtni. Know I love you and I ain't going nowhere keep your head up. I

know we are on different tiers but we get to see each other and sometimes I get to come over

to your block I love you my queen bee. Shout out to Kaylee and Nikki and the whole

LGBTQ+ community. I'm glad I'm back at Houtzdale. God bless you all.

     ~ Abel | NP5906 | SCI Houtzdale

Hello to all my HOAW family!!

First and foremost shoutout to my wifey Christopher M.J. Scott, Maddie with the faddie!

Shoutout to my boi POLO @ SCI Greene, POLO my info is in HOAW if  you want to send

me a check! Definitely in need of  that homie! Shoutout to Yum Yum / aka Davon, Leef,

Chino, Quincy, Harley Quinn, B.O.B, Lil Momma, MGK/IKEY IKE ♡♡, Ezy, Dior, Quill @

SCI Albion and anyone else I’ve forgotten @ SCI Albion, shoutoutz to Stacey @ SCI

Houtzdale and anyone else I’ve forgotten there! well family I’m out until next time much

LOVE and SOLIDARITY! 

      ~ TANK / AKA Ernest Scott (ESQUIRE) | ND3773 | SCI Albion 

I hope this year is better than the prior ones for all and that we all find love. Special shoutout

to my wife and the love of  my life Unique. I did say your name in the previous issue I was

allowing you to put your name in front of  mine. Everybody knows our status and the love we

have for each other. Shoutout to Unique Cherry Red my sis, take care Chucky says he loves

you. Cee Cee, Bri hold da group down. Yashawnee miss ya crazy ass, take care, Simone you too.

To da kings Salute! Hold our Queens down.

     ~ Eastwood | SCI Phoenix
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Hey y’all this is your sista from anotha mista, Jacinda Lee AKA Harlequin, writing from EA

unit at Greene. After I got hell on AC status I’ve arrived at my destination. Not happy, but

some special people (y’all know who you are ;) ) have made my arrival a lot easier than it

would have been. I’ve been on edge because I was here 9 years ago and cut up bad, and was

kicked out. I pulled major strings to get close to Vlod AKA Big. You still have my heart even

though a misunderstanding broke us up. I’m hoping to reconnect, but word is you’re being

transferred. While I was happy to get out of  Albion due to the intense drama, I will miss a lot

of  people. Ike, Mattie, Little foot, Freedom, YumYum, Siobhan, B, Kim, Claire, Ms. Chino,

Eddie, Mama Bam, Tina, Alexis, Rider, Jesse, and many more. Chino, it will get better keep

your head up. We didn’t really talk much, but I admire you and respect you. Mama Bam, your

words in Daughters had me cracking up. Alexis, remember what I told you– you are a

goddess, don’t ever forget that! Siobhan, whoop whoop, much down love! Lettes 4 Life! I am

anxious to meet others here at Greene, I just wish it weren’t so isolated. Indy, I’ve wanted to

catch you, I’ve missed our talks at Coal Township in the hole so inspiring and uplifting. I

didn’t know you were DWTC. whoop whoop! Congrats on Nikki! We are a community, a

family, and all the hate and shade must stop! For real! Who else is going to have our backs but

each other! Shane @ Muncy and Dominic @ Cambridge, keep your eyes peeled for a letter

from me! Always remember, dear ones that, like Pippi Longstockings, we’re ALWAYS gonna

come out on top!

Love your sister,

        ~ Jacinda Lee Allenbough AKA Harlequin | SCI Greene 

Shout out to those @ Albion: Bee, Maddie, Ike, Siobhan Talitha, Silver, Yum Yum, Tiffany

Alissa, Bam Bam, Ashley, Kim, and my homeboys Don, Des, Lucky, Santana and Baker (I

know I forgot several but you know who you are). I miss you all, but I had to get out of  there.

Hope this time it's for good. My baby Don Wuan, I miss you so much. Those tears before I

left were genuine. You will forever be in my heart and I am thankful we had our time together.

I hope we meet up again in life. I love you. Oh and I met a sister here from your city (on the

south side). What's up Dorian, hope everything @ Mercer is going well. Are you glad you

transferred from Albion? I am doing okay. I'm back in my home region and that is better for

in-person visits. Timber @ Mahanoy, it's good to see you after all those years since we were in

the county. Looking forward to catching up with you in the yard when it gets warmer.  

     ~ Dayna | SCI Mahanoy
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[Content warning: sexual assault and suicide mentioned]

I want to emphasize Munta Moon’s warning to us girls. I was sexually assaulted at SCI

Somerset by an inmate. I did not even hear online because the inmate told the COs that he

would take care of their problem and brutally raped me for hours and the correctional staff

just keep doing their security rounds, and also when I heard what Miley Diamond went

through I had to speak up. And after medical came to do some tests because I had low blood

pressure and that is when I screamed that I was brutally raped and the nurse called

Psychology. Psychology called the LS and the LT came over to the infirmary and yelled at the

COs in front of me and then they had me taken to the hospital and the state police called but

to add on what some said, this person has not been charged yet and it has been 6 years. But

Munta I feel you girl and miss you a lot. Keep your head and have someone contact me. 

Shoutout to Kimberly, Destiny, Emmet. I ended up struggling with suicide due to the sexual

assault and am now in the BMU at SCI Forest. Have someone reach me. I’ve got to max out.

Tell ATL I said hey, I miss you lots and thank you I will try to contact you when my max out

day comes. Shout out to my sister Ashley and her husband Jon. I miss you both very much

and hope y’all are doing ok. I’ve grown a lot. I’ve gotten on Vivitrol and some new psych

meds and am starting to mature. Love y’all, hope to come see y’all for my phase 1 probation.

Stay strong and out of trouble. 

     ~ Brittney Alissa Mitchell

     Juwan Mitchel QJ0036 | SCI Forest
LOOKING UP

B.R.2 Star

Looking up •

What do you see •

Me, I see extraordinary highs •

Over a trillion different possibility •

Endless opportunities •

That stretch pass many moons •

Eternal suspense and spontaneous adventure •

That would be so outrageous •

It would be breathe taking •

When looking up •

I see my motivation •

When looking up •

I don’t observe stars •

Looking up •

I witness the wonders of you •

What’s up HOAW, Well, they moved

me again, and I’d like to shout to the

community, Maddie, love you, miss

you, Dior, love you, B-ob, love you

miss you, Calvin at SCI Frackville, love

you, miss you, Dorian at SCI Mercer,

Reign love you miss you, B, love you

miss you, Ikey love you, miss you,

Mariah Lee at Mahanoy I miss you love

you, Indy I like what you said in Issue

#38 that was real talk, thank you. Yum-

Yum at SCI Albion what’s good, what’s

up boo boo kitty love you, Blue, love

you, miss you, well, much love to

everyone. Stay up! One love

     ~ Bam, Bam | SCI Smithfield 
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I’m currently getting transferred, where

IDK. My heart is breaking knowing that

I’m being taken away from my queen, my

rider, my best friend, my one true love Mrs.

Kashlee_Crawford. Queen I know we

didn’t expect this to happen but God works

in crazy ways. If  our love is real no matter

where we are it will always show. Just know

I love you for who you are. You are a

blessing and I know this is not the end. You

know how to get in touch CC + KC 4 life.

(Cork_Crawford + Kashlee_Crawford)

Shout out to the Benner Fam – Spade, KC,

O-Zon, Momma D, Mar, Burger, Ari,

Moon, Knight, Nice, Bobby, 50, Amica,

Steph, Knife work, Alex, Chino, Ashley,

Miller Egypt, Rokko, Heather, Foxy,

Gemini. 

LETTERS & LOVE
REFLECTION

“Midnyght”

When I look into your green eyes…

 I see myself…

Calm, calculated, & crazy…

Loving, heartbroken, & honest…

We found each other…

At our lowest…

Coming together…

Filled with emotions…

Hate, anger, & rage…

Suddenly something just switched…

We both fell in a daze…

Eye to eye, face to face, heart to heart…

You belong in the sky…

Without you “midnyghts” remain dark.

Always with me like my shadow…

Your my best friend…

Not just my lover, friend, or other…

 YOU’RE MY REFLECTION :) (22) 

Shout to my unique Cherry Red, Ms Linda Mei, Gumb, AKA Gumdrop L.O.L, Rosey at

Greene, Charlii at Greene, Ms. Tay Tay at Greene, Ary at Phx, Ms Harlay Quin, bro Indy. 

     ~ Cornelius Cork Crawford | HJ3719 | SCI Benner

Thank you all out there for the help you give me. It’s not just the money, it’s also reading the

Hearts on A Wire newsletter. You may have no idea of  the help with money & the newsletter

you give me means to me. See since my mother passed away my siblings won’t even accept my

phone calls or send emails. I try to always give good words about my family in here. But

theres times some use the PREA to get others moved. They fight with each other. Thats not

me, I spread love and joy to all. Yes I lost some friends since coming out as Trans but I gained

more. Right now I can’t stop crying that I’m so happy to have you all as my family. There was

two in SCI Albion Britt & Yumyum who support me. Now here at Somerset I have Prue. She

is helping me to cope with my new settings. Please remember theres one woman who loves

you all yes its me Tina. Thank you all and please stay safe out there and yes keep up all the

good work you’re doing. 

Sincerely loving,

     ~ Tina | DW5134 | SCI Somerset 



Directions:

Tear up bread and put it in a medium sized bowl. Ad

2 spoonfuls of garlic powder and onion powder and a

small handful of crushed shabang chips (for the

turmeric).

Add about 4 oz of water (you may need to tinker with

the amount), and knead by hand until the bread is

converted back to dough (about 15-20 minutes). Put

the dough in a covered bowl.

Cut up the pepperoni to about pinkie-nail size, drizzle

with honey, put it in a chip bag on a stinger for 30

minutes (if using a microwave, 3 minutes)

Flatten the dough into a round pancake shape and

place pepperoni, cheese and adobo w/pepper

seasoning into the middle in a line (when you fold it,

it should look like a half circle)

Take a corner of the dough and fold it, crimping

(sealing) the edges, use a plastic knife or fork to make

three vents on the top of the calzone to release

pressure while cooking.
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WILLIAM’S CALZONE

Miley S. Diamond

Make this for your girl, wifey, she’ll love you forever!!

Ingredients

8 to 10 slices of white bread

3 packets of butter

1 pepperoni pack

Garlic seasoning (powder)

Onion powder

2 mozzarella cheese sticks or provolone/cheddar

cheese bars

Shabang chips, honey, and adobo seasoning

‘CAUSE OF YOU

Kaitlyn Mae Santos

This poem is dedicated to the

love of my life, Jerebear

My Heart is still Beating,

‘Cause of You

I’m still Living,

‘Cause of You

You taught me to Love,

‘Cause of You

You take away my sadness,

‘Cause of You

Gave me Hope and Dreams,

‘Cause of You

I wouldn’t be Lost,

‘Cause of You

I can Love you Harder and 

     you Love me,

‘Cause of You

You gave me the sense to 

     Feel,

‘Cause of You

The Love you have for me,

‘Cause of You

You change something in 

     me,

‘Cause of You

I am my true self

‘Cause of You

For that “Will you Marry me,” 

     For real.

You changed me and it was 

     all ‘cause of You

I wouldn’t smile or Laugh 

     ‘cause of You

Cover inside (opened up chip bag, if  using a microwave use the microwave bowl) in

butter and cover the calzone with butter. Tape your chip bag up like sealing it tightly.

Place in the stinger water for an hour. Add cheese on top to melt. Remove from the

stinger water and put on a place. If  you’re suing a microwave (Somerset all the blocks

have microwaves) cook for 4 minutes. Enjoy! Bombskeez!
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BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

Dorian at SCI Mercer recommends:

Beyond the Gender Binary by Alok Vaid-Menon. This book breaks down about moving

beyond gender binary because the cultural belief is that only two distinct and opposite

genders, man and woman, exist. But we deserve more options. The choice of boy or girl,

man or woman, male or female is not natural—it is political. The real crisis is not that

gender non-conforming people exist, it’s that we have been taught to believe in only two

genders in the first place. There is a disconnect between how the government and the

media looks and speaks about gender non-conforming people and the reality of our lives.

The system uses all the bad ways they see us to discriminate, separate and try to collapse us

as a people. That is why it is important for us to learn and obtain as much knowledge as

possible so we can help each other.

Gender Euphoria by Laura Kate Dale. In Gender Euphoria, I learned that it is okay to be

myself. I’m not afraid of being myself anymore. I don’t need to hide, cry, or hate myself

for things I have no control over, I love me even more now that I’ve come to the terms of

who I am, my life isn’t worthless and I thank all the people I’ve ever met and still are

meeting because through their lives and experiences through the paths they walk is helping

me be a better me, and I thank all of them wholeheartedly. 

Whittany Recommends:

Horse Barbie: A Memoir of Reclamation by Genna Rocero

Bobbi Brown: Beauty Evolution by Bobbi Brown w Sally Wadyka

Cheat the Grave: The Fifth Sign of the Zodiac by Vicki Patterson

Visions of Head by Nalini Singh

Starstruck by L.A. Witt

Frat Boy and Toppy by Anne Tenino

Wiccan Bible by A.J. Drew

Cyberpunk Red by R. Talsorian Games

Timber at SCI Mahanoy Recommends: 

Submission Times Two by Claire Thompson. A fun gay BDSM erotica book. Ethan and Cam

are in an open relationship. They are both subs so they go to clubs to get their fixes. Ethan

falls for a dom Andrew which creates turmoil with Cam. Cam then falls for Andrew also.

They have a great idea but it takes time for everyone to get used to.

Love on Fire by Zackh Jenkins. Ezra comes back to his small town to take care of his mom.

He runs into a high school crush, now a sexy firefighter, and sparks fly but there's a

problem: Clay is straight. We all know how it is to fall for a straight guy. Well Clay is bored

with women and ready to try a whole new lifestyle. I read this in a day it was that good. It

is book 1 of a trilogy. The next books are Choice on Fire and Truth on Fire. I haven’t read yet

but I plan to. 



Thank ya’ll for being much more than friends 

For being there for me when I thought my life would end 

          I owe ya’ll so (much more) than this

Cause ya’ll never turned ya’ll back’s on me when I was so hard to fix

                    So now I’m writing from my heart hoping that ya’ll feel this shit

It’s flowing from my soul like a manuscript

To all my Queens and all my Kings that’s locked away

I pray ya’ll safe and loved and I can see ya’ll one day

          I think ya’ll for everything we friends for life

          And I’m forever going be ten toes down for ya’ll and share my light. 

[to all of my friends in Albion, Forest, and everywhere in a state or federal jail.]

THANK YOU.

Dorian | SCI Mercer
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BOOK REC’S (cont.)

Timber at SCI Mahanoy, continued: 

The Monkey Cages by Casey Charles. This book takes place during the 1950s. Tommy falls

in love with his football coach. This is a story of forbidden love and gays being hunted to

be arrested. It helped me think of times it was basically illegal to be gay. It was a good love

story that hit home for me. Many of us are in prison for loving another person. 

Am I Trans Enough? By Alo Johnson. This is a good book if you are just starting on your

trans journey or you have been trans for a while. It digs deep into transphobia and things

we all deal with or a regular basis. I highly recommend this book for anyone who is

questioning themselves. 

Jacinda Lee Allenbough AKA Harlequin at SCI Greene Recommends:

The Trans Self-Care Workbook by Theo Nicole Lorenz

The Borderline Personality Workbook by Daniel J. Fox, PhD

A Queer History of the United States by Michael Bronski



LEGAL RESOURCES

PA Institutional Law
Project - Philadelphia 

718 Arch St., 
Suite 304 South

Philadelphia, PA 19106

PA Institutional Law
Project - Lewisburg

P.O. Box 128
Lewisburg, PA 17837

PA Institutional Law
Project - Pittsburgh 

247 Fort Pitt Blvd, 4th Floor,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

PA Innocence Project
1515 Market Street, 

Suite 300
Philadelphia, PA 19102

AIDS Law Project of PA
1211 Chestnut St., Ste 600

Philadelphia, PA 19107

ACLU Pittsburgh Office
313 Atwood St.

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

ACLU Philadelphia
PO Box 40008

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Amistad Law Project 
PO Box 9148

Philadelphia, PA 19139

Abolitionist Law Center
P.O. Box 8654

Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Transgender Law Center
 PO Box 70976

 Oakland, CA 94612-0976 
 

Lambda Legal
120 Wall Street, 19th Floor
New York, NY 10005-3904

 
NCLR National Office

870 Market Street Suite 370
San Francisco CA 94102

 
GLAD

 18 Tremont, Suite 950
 Boston, MA 02108

 
TLDEF

520 8th Avenue, Suite 2204
New York, New York 10018

ARC for Gender Justice
PO Box 180198

Brooklyn, NY 11218 

Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project provides assistance

to incarcerated or institutionalized people in PA whose

constitutional rights have been violated within the institution. 

Pennsylvania Innocence Project takes on direct appeal and

PCRA cases from factually innocent individuals only

incarcerated in PA who have been wrongfully convicted.

AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania takes cases involving the

HIV-related rights of people living with HIV.  

The ACLU sometimes takes prison conditions cases, but they

are selective in which cases they take because they do “impact

litigation.” 

Impact litigation is strategic legal cases that have the potential

to change the situation for other people in similar situations to

the plaintiff. 

Amistad Law Project takes on impact litigation aimed at

reducing incarceration in Pennsylvania.

Abolitionist Law Center takes on impact litigation aimed at

addressing human rights violations in Pennsylvania prisons. 

 

Transgender Law Center is a national organization that takes

on impact litigation related to trans rights. 

Lambda Legal is a national organization that takes on impact

litigation related to LGBT/HIV rights.

The National Center for Lesbian Rights is another national

impact litigation firm that takes on impact litigation related to

LGBT.

GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) is a

national organization that takes on impact litigation related to

LGBT/HIV rights.

Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund (TLDEF)

is a national impact litigation firm that takes cases related to

trans discrimination. 

Alyssa Rodriguez Center for Gender Justice (ARC) is a new

organization connecting jailhouse lawyers and advocates

working for gender justice. Members get pro se legal information

and support for their advocacy. 
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BOOKS, PUBLICATIONS & PENPAL RESOURCES

Black and Pink

6223 Maple St #4600

Omaha, NE 68104

Prisoner Correspondence

Project

QPIRG Concordia 

c/o Concordia University

1455 de Maisonneuve Ouest

Montreal QC H3G 1M8

CANADA

Let’s Get Free

460 Melwood Street #300

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Black & Pink, and Montreal Prisoner Correspondence

Project, are organizations that matches incarcerated

members of the LGBT community anywhere in the

country (and in Canada) with pen pals.  

Let’s Get Free has a magazine available to folks in PA

prisons. 

Books Through Bars provides small packages of free

books to individuals incarcerated. Ithaca College Books

Thru Bars send free books nationwide. Pittsburgh

Prison Book System sends free educational books and

quality reading material to prisoners and prison libraries.  

Books For Prisoners at UCSD and East Bay Prisoner

Support send socially conscious reading materials

nationwide. Tranzmission Prison Project sends books

and trans booklets to incarcerated LGBTQ folks

nationwide. Prisoners Literature Project and Prison

Library Project ship free books.

Books Through Bars

4722 Baltimore Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19143

Ithaca College Books Thru Bars

PO Box 113

Brooktondale NY 14817

 Pittsburgh Prison Book System

PO Box 71357

Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

Books For Prisoners at UCSD 

w/Groundwork Bookstore

0323 Student Center

La Jolla, CA 92037

East Bay Prisoner Support

PO Box 22449

Oakland CA 94609 

Tranzmission Prison Project

P.O. Box 1874

Asheville NC 28806

Prisoners Literature Project

℅ Bound Together Books 

1369 Haight St.

SFCA 94117

Prison Library Project 

915C W. Foothill Blvd PMB128

Claremont CA 91711
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Hearts on a Wire appears on several resource lists as a

pen pal organization. While we are aware how valuable

it can be to have contact with people, this has never

been a service we have provided, nor is it something

we have the capacity to take on. Hearts has worked to

correct these resource guides as we become aware of

them, but we continue to get frequent requests for pen

pal matching. 

Send a letter that includes your name, ID number, full

address, any restrictions on incoming books, and

types of books wanted. Make your request by subject

rather than specific title or author, and provide several

areas of interest if possible. For example, African

American history, basic math, carpentry, how to draw.

Please be patient. These programs get many requests,

so it may take a while.  



SUBSCRIBE

You can send us… 

Letters | Shoutouts (keep it short and sweet) | Original

Artwork Recipes | Interviews | How-to articles | Ideas |

Articles responding to current events, prison policies, and

this newsletter | Original Poetry | Book Reviews | 

¡Las contribuciones en español son muy bienvenidas!

Writing Prompt for Next Issue

Have you successfully self-advocated when it comes to

things like Z-codes, jobs, housing, or PREA? We want this

newsletter to be a forum for resource-sharing and

organizing. What’s a time that you and/or those around you

fought for and won something from your SCI/the DOC?

What worked, what didn’t work? How can HOAW mobilize

to achieve the treatment our trans and GNC community

deserves? What issues could we collectively address?

Guidelines: 

Deadline for Next  Issue: Friday, July 4. We cannot

guarantee publication of submissions received after this

date.

If you contribute make sure you tell us exactly how you

want to be credited [Anonymous? ID number? Chosen

name? Facility?]. We will only use your location

and/or government name if you tell us to do so. 

We will not publish full addresses.  

Please respect other people’s privacy; only make

disclosures about yourself.

No shade.

Your original work only. We will not publish work

that has previously been published elsewhere.

We get more submissions than we can possibly print. 

We are trying to get a lot of voices into the

conversation.

We prioritize writing by trans and non-binary

authors.

We reserve the right to publish excerpts and to

make light edits for length and clarity. 

Hearts On A Wire

4722 Baltimore Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19143

Get in touch! 

We do our best to support our inside

members in reentry. Let us know

when you expect to get out, where you

are going, and what you need.  

WRITE TO US! SUBMISSIONS

Our experiment with virtual visits

between inside and outside Hearts on

a Wire community members is going

well. We currently have more requests

than we have capacity for! 

If you are Transgender in the PA

DOC and you want to try out a visit

with an outside member, please write

to us and let us know so we can add

you to the waitlist.  

PA VISIT PROGRAM

Subscriptions are FREE for Trans
people & allies who are locked up in

Pennsylvania. 

If you want our newsletters, please
ask to be added to our mailing

list and let us know how you are
connected to the Trans

community.

We will not add people to our
mailing list who have not reached

out to us directly.

Back issues of the newsletter

are available to view or

download at heartsonawire.org

GETTING OUT IN

PENNSYLVANIA? 


